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As we celebrate the 250th year of America’s founding, we 

aim to remember and celebrate the history that has made 

our country great.  

The Freedom Friday Project calls for the reading of 

historically significant colonial-period and Presidential 

proclamations each Friday during the school year as an 

addition to any other announcements over the public 

broadcast system of any school campus in the K-12 grade 

level range. The 33 readings provided reveal the 

longstanding role of faith and prayer in the history of the 

United States. 

To ode to the freedom that defines America, we name this 

project “Freedom Fridays.” 
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During the first semester of Freedom Fridays, students 

will explore the proclamations and prayers of the men 

who shaped our nation's founding through their service in 

the First and Second Continental Congress. Through 

these primary source reflections, students will gain 

insight into the faith, convictions, and character of the 

leaders who laid the groundwork for American 

independence and self-governance. 
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WEEK 1  

 
Date Issued: 7/4/1776  
 
Purpose & Theme: The Declaration of Independence  
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
In 1776, The Declaration of Independence was written with 27 grievances to explain why the 
Founding Fathers were breaking away from England and King George III.  
"The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of 
human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to 
the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 
 

 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.  
— Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of 
Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 
candid world...Here is where the 27 grievances were listed. After the listed grievences, the founders 
concluded that... 
 
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is 
thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time 
to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common 
kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

 
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in 
the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, 
that these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they 
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and 
Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for 
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor." 
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WEEK 2  

 
Date Issued: 6/7/1775  
 
Purpose & Theme: Call for repentance and reconciliation with Britain  
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The June 12, 1775 proclamation from the Continental Congress was a national call to public 
humiliation, fasting, and prayer in response to the escalating crisis between the American colonies 
and Great Britain following the Battles of Lexington and Concord. 
 

 
"As the great Governor of the World, by his supreme and universal Providence, not only conducts 
the course of nature with unerring wisdom and rectitude, but frequently influences the minds of 
men to serve the wise and gracious purposes of his providential government; and it being, at all 
times, our indispensable duty devoutly to acknowledge his superintending providence, especially 
in times of impending danger and public calamity, to reverence and adore his immutable justice 
as well as to implore his merciful interposition for our deliverance: 
 
This Congress, therefore, considering the present critical, alarming and calamitous state of these 
colonies, do earnestly recommend that Thursday, the 20th day of July next, be observed, by the 
inhabitants of all the English colonies on this continent, as a day of public humiliation, fasting and 
prayer; that we may, with united hearts and voices, unfeignedly confess and deplore our many 
sins; and offer up our joint supplications to the all-wise, omnipotent, and merciful Disposer of all 
events; humbly beseeching him to forgive our iniquities, to remove our present calamities, to avert 
those desolating judgments, with which we are threatened, and to bless our rightful sovereign, 
King George the third, and [to] inspire him with wisdom to discern and pursue the true interest of 
all his subjects, that a speedy end may be put to the civil discord between Great Britain and the 
American colonies, without farther effusion of blood: And that the British nation may be 
influenced to regard the things that belong to her peace, before they are hid from her eyes: That 
these colonies may be ever under the care and protection of a kind Providence, and be prospered 
in all their interests; That the divine blessing may descend and rest upon all our civil rulers, and 
upon the representatives of the people, in their several assemblies and conventions, that they may 
be directed to wise and effectual measures for preserving the union, and securing the just rights 
and privileges of the colonies; That virtue and true religion may revive and flourish throughout 
our land; And that all America may soon behold a gracious interposition of Heaven, for the redress 
of her many grievances, the restoration of her invaded rights, a reconciliation with the parent state, 
on terms constitutional and honorable to both; And that her civil and religious privileges may be 
secured to the latest posterity. 
 
And it is recommended to Christians, of all denominations, to assemble for public worship, and to 
abstain from servile labor and recreations on said day." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 3 

 
Date Issued: 3/16/1776 
 
Purpose & Theme: Seeking protection amid war preparations 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The March 16, 1776 proclamation, proposed by New Jersey delegate William Livingston and 
adopted unanimously by the Second Continental Congress, called for a national day of fasting, 
prayer, and humiliation to be observed on May 17, 1776.  
 

 
"In times of impending calamity and distress; when the liberties of America are imminently 
endangered by the secret machinations and open assaults of an insidious and vindictive 
administration, it becomes the indispensable duty of these hitherto free and happy colonies, with 
true penitence of heart, and the most reverent devotion, publicly to acknowledge the over ruling 
providence of God; to confess and deplore our offences against him; and to supplicate his 
interposition for averting the threatened danger, and prospering our strenuous efforts in the cause 
of freedom, virtue, and posterity. 
 
The Congress, therefore, considering the warlike preparations of the British Ministry to subvert 
our invaluable rights and privileges, and to reduce us by fire and sword, by the savages of the 
wilderness, and our own domestics, to the most abject and ignominious bondage: Desirous, at the 
same time, to have people of all ranks and degrees duly impressed with a solemn sense of God’s 
superintending providence, and of their duty, devoutly to rely, in all their lawful enterprises, on 
his aid and direction, Do earnestly recommend, that Friday, the Seventeenth day of May next, be 
observed by the said colonies as a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer; that we may, with united 
hearts, confess and bewail our manifold sins and transgressions, and, by a sincere repentance and 
amendment of life, appease his righteous displeasure, and, through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, obtain his pardon and forgiveness; humbly imploring his assistance to frustrate the 
cruel purposes of our unnatural enemies; and by inclining their hearts to justice and benevolence, 
prevent the further effusion of kindred blood. 
 
But if, continuing deaf to the voice of reason and humanity, and inflexibly bent, on desolation and 
war, they constrain us to repel their hostile invasions by open resistance, that it may please the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Armies, to animate our officers and soldiers with invincible fortitude, to 
guard and protect them in the day of battle, and to crown the continental arms, by sea and land, 
with victory and success. Earnestly beseeching him to bless our civil rulers, and the representatives 
of the people, in their several assemblies and conventions; to preserve and strengthen their union, 
to inspire them with an ardent, disinterested love of their country; to give wisdom and stability to 
their counsels; and direct them to the most efficacious measures for establishing the rights of 
America on the most honorable and permanent basis–That he would be graciously pleased to bless 
all his people in these colonies with health and plenty, and grant that a spirit of incorruptible 
patriotism, and of pure undefiled religion, may universally prevail; and this continent be speedily 
restored to the blessings of peace and liberty, and enabled to transmit them inviolate to the latest 
posterity. And it is recommended to Christians of all denominations, to assemble for public 
worship, and abstain from servile labor on the said day." 
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WEEK 4 

 
Date Issued: 9/4/26 
 
Purpose & Theme: Repentance during military retreat  
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The Continental Congress’s December 1776 proclamation for a day of fasting, prayer, and 
humiliation was a direct response to the escalating war with Britain. It called on the colonies to set 
aside May 17, 1776 as a national day of prayer and fasting to seek divine guidance, protection, and 
victory in the struggle for independence. 
 

 
"Whereas, the war in which the United States are engaged with Great Britain, has not only been 
prolonged, but is likely to be carried to the greatest extremity; and whereas, it becomes all public 
bodies, as well as private persons, to reverence the Providence of God, and look up to him as the 
supreme disposer of all events, and the arbiter of the fate of nations; therefore, 
Resolved, That it be recommended to all the United States, as soon as possible, to appoint a day of 
solemn fasting and humiliation; to implore of Almighty God the forgiveness of the many sins 
prevailing among all ranks, and to beg the countenance and assistance of his Providence in the 
prosecution of the present just and necessary war. 
The Congress do also, in the most earnest manner, recommend to all the members of the United 
States, and particularly the officers civil and military under them, the exercise of repentance and 
reformation; and further, require of them the strict observation of the articles of war, and 
particularly, that part of the said articles, which forbids profane swearing, and all immorality, of 
which all such officers are desired to take notice. 
It is left to each state to issue out proclamations fixing the days that appear most proper within 
their several bounds." 

WEEK 5 

 
Date Issued: 11/1/1777 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating the victory at Saratoga  
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The November 1777 Thanksgiving Proclamation issued by the Continental Congress was a national 
call for gratitude and spiritual reflection during a critical phase of the American Revolutionary 
War.   
 

 
“IN CONGRESS November 1, 1777 FORASMUCH as it is the indispensable Duty of all Men to 
adore the superintending Providence of Almighty God; to acknowledge with Gratitude their 
Obligation to him for Benefits received, and to implore such farther Blessings as they stand in 
Need of: And it having pleased him in his abundant Mercy, not only to continue to us the 
innumerable Bounties of his common Providence; but also to smile upon us in the Prosecution of 
a just and necessary War, for the Defense and Establishment of our unalienable Rights and 
Liberties; particularly in that he hath been pleased, in so great a Measure, to prosper the Means 
used for the Support of our Troops, and to crown our Arms with most signal success: It is therefore 
recommended to the legislative or executive Powers of these UNITED STATES to set apart 
THURSDAY, the eighteenth Day of December next, for SOLEMN THANKSGIVING and PRAISE: 
That at one Time and with one Voice, the good People may express the grateful Feelings of their 
Hearts, and consecrate themselves to the Service of their Divine Benefactor; and that, together 
with their sincere Acknowledgments and Offerings, they may join the penitent Confession of their 
manifold Sins, whereby they had forfeited every Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplication 
that it may please GOD through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, mercifully to forgive and blot them 
out of Remembrance; That it may please him graciously to afford his Blessing on the Governments 
of these States respectively, and prosper the public Council of the whole: To inspire our 
Commanders, both by Land and Sea, and all under them, with that Wisdom and Fortitude which 
may render them fit Instruments, under the Providence of Almighty GOD, to secure for these 
United States, the greatest of all human Blessings, INDEPENDENCE and PEACE: That it may 
please him, to prosper the Trade and Manufactures of the People, and the Labor of the 
Husbandman, that our Land may yield its Increase: To take Schools and Seminaries of Education, 
so necessary for cultivating the Principles of true Liberty, Virtue and Piety, under his nurturing 
Hand; and to prosper the Means of Religion, for the promotion and enlargement of that Kingdom, 
which consisteth “in Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost.” And it is further 
recommended, That servile Labor, and such Recreation, as, though at other Times innocent, may 
be unbecoming the Purpose of this Appointment, be omitted on so solemn an Occasion.”  
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Resolved, That it be recommended to all the United States, as soon as possible, to appoint a day of 
solemn fasting and humiliation; to implore of Almighty God the forgiveness of the many sins 
prevailing among all ranks, and to beg the countenance and assistance of his Providence in the 
prosecution of the present just and necessary war. 
The Congress do also, in the most earnest manner, recommend to all the members of the United 
States, and particularly the officers civil and military under them, the exercise of repentance and 
reformation; and further, require of them the strict observation of the articles of war, and 
particularly, that part of the said articles, which forbids profane swearing, and all immorality, of 
which all such officers are desired to take notice. 
It is left to each state to issue out proclamations fixing the days that appear most proper within 
their several bounds." 

WEEK 5 

 
Date Issued: 11/1/1777 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating the victory at Saratoga  
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The November 1777 Thanksgiving Proclamation issued by the Continental Congress was a national 
call for gratitude and spiritual reflection during a critical phase of the American Revolutionary 
War.   
 

 
“IN CONGRESS November 1, 1777 FORASMUCH as it is the indispensable Duty of all Men to 
adore the superintending Providence of Almighty God; to acknowledge with Gratitude their 
Obligation to him for Benefits received, and to implore such farther Blessings as they stand in 
Need of: And it having pleased him in his abundant Mercy, not only to continue to us the 
innumerable Bounties of his common Providence; but also to smile upon us in the Prosecution of 
a just and necessary War, for the Defense and Establishment of our unalienable Rights and 
Liberties; particularly in that he hath been pleased, in so great a Measure, to prosper the Means 
used for the Support of our Troops, and to crown our Arms with most signal success: It is therefore 
recommended to the legislative or executive Powers of these UNITED STATES to set apart 
THURSDAY, the eighteenth Day of December next, for SOLEMN THANKSGIVING and PRAISE: 
That at one Time and with one Voice, the good People may express the grateful Feelings of their 
Hearts, and consecrate themselves to the Service of their Divine Benefactor; and that, together 
with their sincere Acknowledgments and Offerings, they may join the penitent Confession of their 
manifold Sins, whereby they had forfeited every Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplication 
that it may please GOD through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, mercifully to forgive and blot them 
out of Remembrance; That it may please him graciously to afford his Blessing on the Governments 
of these States respectively, and prosper the public Council of the whole: To inspire our 
Commanders, both by Land and Sea, and all under them, with that Wisdom and Fortitude which 
may render them fit Instruments, under the Providence of Almighty GOD, to secure for these 
United States, the greatest of all human Blessings, INDEPENDENCE and PEACE: That it may 
please him, to prosper the Trade and Manufactures of the People, and the Labor of the 
Husbandman, that our Land may yield its Increase: To take Schools and Seminaries of Education, 
so necessary for cultivating the Principles of true Liberty, Virtue and Piety, under his nurturing 
Hand; and to prosper the Means of Religion, for the promotion and enlargement of that Kingdom, 
which consisteth “in Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost.” And it is further 
recommended, That servile Labor, and such Recreation, as, though at other Times innocent, may 
be unbecoming the Purpose of this Appointment, be omitted on so solemn an Occasion.”  
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WEEK 6 

 
Date Issued: 3/7/1778 
 
Purpose & Theme: Seeking divine favor for the Revolutionary cause 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The proclamation was a call for the United States to unite in spiritual reflection and petition God 
in response to the ongoing war with Great Britain. It acknowledged that the war was a “cruel and 
desolating” conflict and urged the people to recognize God’s providence, confess their sins, and 
seek His mercy. 
 

 
“WHEREAS Almighty God, the supreme Lord of the universe, by whose providence all human 
events are directed, hath been pleased, in his unsearchable wisdom, to permit the continuation of 
a cruel and desolating war in our land: AND WHEREAS, it is our indispensable duty humbly to 
acknowledge our sinful transgressions, and to implore the merciful interposition and protection 
of Almighty God: RESOLVED, that it be recommended to the United States of America, to set 
apart Wednesday the twenty-second day of April next, to be observed as a day of fasting, 
humiliation and prayer; that we may, with united hearts, confess and bewail our manifold sins and 
transgressions, and by a sincere repentance and amendment of life, appease his righteous 
displeasure; and, through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain his pardon and 
forgiveness: That we may implore the divine mercy to bless and prosper the means of education, 
and to spread the light of Christian knowledge through the remotest corners of the earth: That we 
may fervently supplicate the God of grace to grant his special blessing to our civil and military 
rulers, that he may inspire them with wisdom, fortitude, and unanimity; that he may go forth with 
our hosts, and crown our arms with victory and success: That we may beseech him to protect our 
illustrious ally, and favor our joint councils and exertions for the establishment of speedy and 
permanent peace: That we may cry unto him to turn the hearts of our enemies, and to dispense 
the blessings of peace to contending nations: And finally, that he may graciously be pleased to 
establish the independence of these United States upon the basis of religion and virtue, and 
support and protect them in the enjoyment of liberty, peace and safety.”  

WEEK 7 

 
Date Issued: 11/17/1778  
 
Purpose & Theme: Gratitude for foreign alliances and blessings  
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
"The Continental Congress’s November 17, 1778 Thanksgiving Proclamation was a formal 
recommendation to the states to set aside Wednesday, December 30, 1778, as a day of public 
thanksgiving and praise. Congress acknowledged “great and manifold mercies” from Almighty 
God, especially His providential support during the Revolutionary War, including: 
 

Affording timely supplies to the armies.   
Allowing a powerful monarch to enter into alliance with the United States.  
Defeating enemy councils and securing military victories. 
Maintaining unity among the states, which Congress saw as their future strength.” 
 

 
"It having pleased Almighty God, through the course of the present year, to bestow great and 
manifold mercies on the people of these United States; and it being the indispensable duty of all 
men gratefully to acknowledge their obligations to Him for benefits received: 
 
Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the legislative or executive authority of each 
of the said states, to appoint Wednesday, the 30th day of December next, to be observed as a day 
of public thanksgiving and praise, that all the people may, with united hearts, on that day, express 
a just sense of his unmerited favors; particularly in that it hath pleased him, by his overruling 
providence, to support us in a just and necessary war, for the defense of our rights and liberties, 
by affording us seasonable supplies for our armies, by disposing the heart of a powerful monarch 
to enter into alliance with us, and aid our cause; by defeating the councils and evil designs of our 
enemies, and giving us victory over their troops; and, by the continuance of that union among 
these states, which, by his blessing, will be their future strength and glory. 
 
And it is further recommended, that, together with devout thanksgiving, may be joined a penitent 
confession of our sins, and humble supplication for pardon, through the merits of our Savior; so 
that, under the smiles of Heaven, our public councils may be directed, our arms by land and sea 
prospered, our liberty and independence secured, our schools and seminaries of learning flourish, 
our trade be revived, our husbandry and manufactures encreased, and the hearts of all impressed 
with undissembled piety, with benevolence and zeal for the public good. 
 
And it is also recommended, that recreations unsuitable to the purpose of such a solemnity may 
be omitted on that day. Done in Congress, this 17th day of November, 1778, and in the third year 
of the independence of the United States of America. " 
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these states, which, by his blessing, will be their future strength and glory. 
 
And it is further recommended, that, together with devout thanksgiving, may be joined a penitent 
confession of our sins, and humble supplication for pardon, through the merits of our Savior; so 
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WEEK 8 

 
Date Issued: 3/20/1779 
 
Purpose & Theme: Praying for protection and religion. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The March 20, 1779 proclamation by the Continental Congress was a formal recommendation to 
the states to observe a national day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer on the first Thursday in 
May.  
 

 
"Whereas, in just punishment of our manifold transgressions, it hath pleased the Supreme 
Disposer of all events to visit these United States with a destructive calamitous war, through which 
His divine Providence hath, hitherto, in a wonderful manner, conducted us, so that we might 
acknowledge that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong: and whereas, there is but 
too much Reason to fear that notwithstanding the chastisements received and benefits bestowed, 
too few have been sufficiently awakened to a sense of their guilt, or warmed our Bosoms with 
gratitude, or taught to amend their lives and turn from their sins, that so He might turn from His 
wrath. And whereas, from a consciousness of what we have merited at His hands, and an 
apprehension that the malevolence of our disappointed enemies, like the incredulity of Pharaoh, 
may be used as the scourge of Omnipotence to vindicate his slighted Majesty, there is reason to 
fear that he may permit much of our land to become the prey of the spoiler, and the Blood of the 
innocent be poured out that our borders to be ravaged, and our habitations destroyed: 
 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to appoint the first Thursday in May next, 
to be a day of fasting, Thanksgiving humiliation and prayer to Almighty God, that he will be 
pleased to avert those impending calamities which we have but too well deserved: that he will grant 
us his grace to repent of our sins, and amend our lives, according to his holy word: that he will 
continue that wonderful protection which hath led us through the paths of danger and distress: 
that he will be a husband to the widow and a father to the fatherless children, who weep over the 
barbarities of a savage enemy: that he will grant us patience in suffering, and fortitude in adversity: 
that he will inspire us with humility and moderation, and gratitude in prosperous circumstances: 
that he will give wisdom to our councils, firmness to our resolutions, and victory to our arms That 
he will have Mercy on our Foes, and graciously forgive them, and turn their Hearts from Enmity 
to Love. 
 
That he will bless the labors of the husbandman, and pour forth abundance, so that we may enjoy 
the fruits of the earth in due season. 
 
[That he will cause union, harmony, and mutual confidence to prevail throughout these states: 
that he will bestow on our great ally all those blessings which may enable him to be gloriously 
instrumental in protecting the rights of mankind, and promoting the happiness of his subjects and 
advancing the Peace and Liberty of Nations. That he will give to both Parties to this Alliance, Grace 
to perform with Honor and Fidelity their National Engagements].1 That he will bountifully 
continue his paternal care to the commander in chief, and the officers and soldiers of the United 
States: that he will grant the blessings of peace to all contending nations, freedom to those who  

 
are in bondage, and comfort to the afflicted: that he will diffuse useful knowledge, extend the 
influence of true religion, and give us that peace of mind, which the world cannot give: that he will 
be our shield in the day of battle, our comforter in the hour of death, and our kind parent and 
merciful judge through time and through eternity." 
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WEEK 9 

 
Date Issued: 10/20/1779  
 
Purpose & Theme: Gratitude for harvest and military success 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The October 20, 1779 Continental Congress proclamation was a formal recommendation to the 
states to set aside a day of public thanksgiving and prayer in recognition of God’s blessings and 
protection during the Revolutionary War. 
 

 
"Whereas it becomes us humbly to approach the throne of Almighty God, with gratitude and praise 
for the wonders which his goodness has wrought in conducting our fore-fathers to this western 
world; for his protection to them and to their posterity amid difficulties and dangers; for raising 
us, their children, from deep distress to be numbered among the nations of the earth; and for 
arming the hands of just and mighty princes in our deliverance; and especially for that he hath 
been pleased to grant us the enjoyment of health, and so to order the revolving seasons, that the 
earth hath produced her increase in abundance, blessing the labors of the husbandmen, and 
spreading plenty through the land; that he hath prospered our arms and those of our ally; been a 
shield to our troops in the hour of danger, pointed their swords to victory and led them in triumph 
over the bulwarks of the foe; that he hath gone with those who went out into the wilderness against 
the savage tribes; that he hath stayed the hand of the spoiler, and turned back his meditated 
destruction; that he hath prospered our commerce, and given success to those who sought the 
enemy on the face of the deep; and above all, that he hath diffused the glorious light of the gospel, 
whereby, through the merits of our gracious Redeemer, we may become the heirs of his eternal 
glory: therefore, 
 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states, to appoint Thursday, the 9th of December 
next, to be a day of public and solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God for his mercies, and of prayer 
for the continuance of his favor and protection to these United States; to beseech him that he 
would be graciously pleased to influence our public councils, and bless them with wisdom from on 
high, with unanimity, firmness, and success; that he would go forth with our hosts and crown our 
arms with victory; that he would grant to his church the plentiful effusions of divine grace, and 
pour out his holy spirit on all ministers of the gospel; that he would bless and prosper the means 
of education, and spread the light of Christian knowledge through the remotest corners of the 
earth; that he would smile upon the labors of his people and cause the earth to bring forth her 
fruits in abundance; that we may with gratitude and gladness enjoy them; that he would take into 
his holy protection our illustrious ally, give him victory over his enemies, and render him signally 
great, as the father of his people and the protector of the rights of mankind; that he would 
graciously be pleased to turn the hearts of our enemies, and to dispense the blessings of peace to 
contending nations; that he would in mercy look down upon us, pardon our sins and receive us 
into his favor, and finally, that he would establish the independence of these United States upon 
the basis of religion and virtue, and support and protect them in the enjoyment of peace, liberty 
and safety as long as the sun and moon shall endure, until time shall be no more. 
 
Done in Congress, the 20th day of October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, and in 
the 4th year of the independence of the United States of America." 
 

WEEK 10 

 
Date Issued: 3/11/1780 
 
Purpose & Theme: Seeking guidance during the war. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
"The March 11, 1780 proclamation issued by the Continental Congress was the sixth “fasting, 
humiliation, and prayer” observance during the American Revolution. It was a formal call to the 
Thirteen Colonies to fast, pray, and give thanks to God in times of national crisis. The proclamation 
asked for: 

 
Divine intervention to end the war and bring peace. 
Protection and guidance for the nation’s leaders and representatives. 
Wisdom and unity among the colonies. 
Victory for the continental cause if war continued"  

 
 
"SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 1780 
 
The committee, appointed to prepare a recommendation to the several states to set apart the last 
Wednesday in April next as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, brought in a draught, which 
was read and agreed to, as follows: 
 
It having pleased the righteous Governor of the World, for the punishment of our manifold 
offenses, to permit the sword of war still to harass our country, it becomes us to endeavor, by 
humbling ourselves before him, and turning from every evil way, to avert his anger and obtain his 
favor and blessing: it is therefore hereby recommended to the several states, 
 
That Wednesday, the twenty sixth day of April next, be set apart and observed as a day of fasting, 
humiliation and prayer, that we may, with one heart and one voice, implore the sovereign Lord of 
Heaven and Earth to remember mercy in his judgments; to make us sincerely penitent for our 
transgressions; to prepare us for deliverance, and to remove the evils with which he hath been 
pleased to visit us; to banish vice and irreligion from among us, and establish virtue and piety by 
his divine grace; to bless all public councils throughout the United States, giving them wisdom, 
firmness and unanimity, and directing them to the best measures for the public good; to bless the 
magistrates and people of every rank, and animate and unite the hearts of all to promote the 
interests of their country; to bless the public defense, inspiring all commanders and soldiers with 
magnanimity and perseverance, and giving vigor and success to the military operations by sea and 
land; to bless the illustrious Sovereign and the nation in alliance with these states, and all who 
interest themselves in the support of our rights and liberties; to make that alliance of perpetual 
and extensive usefulness to those immediately concerned, and mankind in general; to grant 
fruitful seasons, and to bless our industry, trade and manufactures; to bless all schools and 
seminaries of learning, and every means of instruction and education; to cause wars to cease, and 
to establish peace among the nations. 
 
And it is further recommended, that servile labour and recreations be forbidden on the said day." 
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magnanimity and perseverance, and giving vigor and success to the military operations by sea and 
land; to bless the illustrious Sovereign and the nation in alliance with these states, and all who 
interest themselves in the support of our rights and liberties; to make that alliance of perpetual 
and extensive usefulness to those immediately concerned, and mankind in general; to grant 
fruitful seasons, and to bless our industry, trade and manufactures; to bless all schools and 
seminaries of learning, and every means of instruction and education; to cause wars to cease, and 
to establish peace among the nations. 
 
And it is further recommended, that servile labour and recreations be forbidden on the said day." 
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WEEK 11  

 
Date Issued: 10/18/1780  
 
Purpose & Theme: Giving thanks for the harvest. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The proclamation called upon the states to set aside a specific day—December 7, 1780—for a public 
day of thanksgiving to acknowledge God’s providential care and to express gratitude for His 
protection and guidance during the war. 
 
 
"Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God, the Father of all mercies, amidst the vicissitudes and 
calamities of war, to bestow blessings on the people of these states, which call for their devout and 
thankful acknowledgments, more especially in the late remarkable interposition of his watchful 
providence, in rescuing the person of our Commander in Chief and the army from imminent 
dangers, at the moment when treason was ripened for execution; in prospering the labors of the 
husbandmen, and causing the earth to yield its increase in plentiful harvests; and, above all, in 
continuing to us the enjoyment of the gospel of peace; 
 
It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart Thursday, the seventh day of 
December next, to be observed as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer; that all the people 
may assemble on that day to celebrate the praises of our Divine Benefactor; to confess our 
unworthiness of the least of his favors, and to offer our fervent supplications to the God of all 
grace; that it may please him to pardon our heinous transgressions and incline our hearts for the 
future to keep all his laws; to comfort and relieve our brethren who are any wise afflicted or 
distressed; to smile upon our husbandry and trade; to direct our public councils, and lead our 
forces, by land and sea, to victory; to take our illustrious ally under his special protection, and 
favor our joint councils and exertions for the establishment of speedy and permanent peace; to 
cherish all schools and seminaries of education, and to cause the knowledge of Christianity to 
spread over all the earth. 
 
Done in Congress, the 18th day of October, 1780, and in the fifth year of the independence of the 
United States of America."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 12 

 
Date Issued: 3/20/1781 
 
Purpose & Theme: Praying for protection against enemies. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Prayer on March 20, 1781, 
is an urgent call for national repentance, spiritual reformation, and divine intervention to secure 
victory and independence during the Revolutionary War. It explicitly states that it is the 
indispensable duty of the nation to acknowledge "the over-ruling providence of the great Governor 
of the universe" and to implore His favor during a period of severe national distress.  
 

 
"At all times it is our duty to acknowledge the over-ruling providence of the great Governor of the 
universe, and devoutly to implore his divine favor and protection. But in the hour of calamity and 
impending danger, when by fire and the sword, by the savages of the wilderness, and by our own 
domestics, a vindictive enemy pursues a war of rapine and devastation, with unrelenting fury, we 
are peculiarly excited, with true penitence of heart, to prostrate ourselves before our great Creator, 
and fervently to supplicate his gracious interposition for our deliverance. 
 
The United States in Congress assembled, therefore do earnestly recommend, that Thursday the 
third day of May next, may be observed as a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, that we may, 
with united hearts, confess and bewail our manifold sins and transgressions, and by sincere 
repentance and amendment of life, appease his righteous displeasure, and through the merits of 
our blessed Saviour, obtain pardon and forgiveness: that it may please him to inspire our rulers 
with wisdom and uncorruptible integrity, and to direct and prosper their councils: to inspire all 
our citizens with a fervent and disinterested love of their country, and to preserve and strengthen 
their union: to turn the hearts of the disaffected, or to frustrate their devices: to regard with divine 
compassion our friends in captivity, affliction and distress, to comfort and relieve them under their 
sufferings, and to change their mourning into grateful songs of triumph: that it may please him to 
bless our ally, and to render the connection formed between these United States and his kingdoms 
a mutual and lasting benefit to both nations: to animate our officers and forces by sea and land 
with invincible fortitude, and to guard and protect them in the day of battle, and to crown our joint 
endeavors for terminating the calamities of war with victory and success: that the blessings of 
peace and liberty may be established on an honorable and permanent basis, and transmitted 
inviolate to the latest posterity: that it may please him to prosper our husbandry and commerce, 
and to bless us with health and plenty: that it may please him to bless all schools and seminaries 
of learning, and to grant that truth, justice and benevolence, and pure and undefiled religion, may 
universally prevail. 
 
And it is recommended to all the people of these states, to assemble for public worship, and abstain 
from labour on the said day" 
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WEEK 11  

 
Date Issued: 10/18/1780  
 
Purpose & Theme: Giving thanks for the harvest. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The proclamation called upon the states to set aside a specific day—December 7, 1780—for a public 
day of thanksgiving to acknowledge God’s providential care and to express gratitude for His 
protection and guidance during the war. 
 
 
"Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God, the Father of all mercies, amidst the vicissitudes and 
calamities of war, to bestow blessings on the people of these states, which call for their devout and 
thankful acknowledgments, more especially in the late remarkable interposition of his watchful 
providence, in rescuing the person of our Commander in Chief and the army from imminent 
dangers, at the moment when treason was ripened for execution; in prospering the labors of the 
husbandmen, and causing the earth to yield its increase in plentiful harvests; and, above all, in 
continuing to us the enjoyment of the gospel of peace; 
 
It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart Thursday, the seventh day of 
December next, to be observed as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer; that all the people 
may assemble on that day to celebrate the praises of our Divine Benefactor; to confess our 
unworthiness of the least of his favors, and to offer our fervent supplications to the God of all 
grace; that it may please him to pardon our heinous transgressions and incline our hearts for the 
future to keep all his laws; to comfort and relieve our brethren who are any wise afflicted or 
distressed; to smile upon our husbandry and trade; to direct our public councils, and lead our 
forces, by land and sea, to victory; to take our illustrious ally under his special protection, and 
favor our joint councils and exertions for the establishment of speedy and permanent peace; to 
cherish all schools and seminaries of education, and to cause the knowledge of Christianity to 
spread over all the earth. 
 
Done in Congress, the 18th day of October, 1780, and in the fifth year of the independence of the 
United States of America."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 12 

 
Date Issued: 3/20/1781 
 
Purpose & Theme: Praying for protection against enemies. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Prayer on March 20, 1781, 
is an urgent call for national repentance, spiritual reformation, and divine intervention to secure 
victory and independence during the Revolutionary War. It explicitly states that it is the 
indispensable duty of the nation to acknowledge "the over-ruling providence of the great Governor 
of the universe" and to implore His favor during a period of severe national distress.  
 

 
"At all times it is our duty to acknowledge the over-ruling providence of the great Governor of the 
universe, and devoutly to implore his divine favor and protection. But in the hour of calamity and 
impending danger, when by fire and the sword, by the savages of the wilderness, and by our own 
domestics, a vindictive enemy pursues a war of rapine and devastation, with unrelenting fury, we 
are peculiarly excited, with true penitence of heart, to prostrate ourselves before our great Creator, 
and fervently to supplicate his gracious interposition for our deliverance. 
 
The United States in Congress assembled, therefore do earnestly recommend, that Thursday the 
third day of May next, may be observed as a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, that we may, 
with united hearts, confess and bewail our manifold sins and transgressions, and by sincere 
repentance and amendment of life, appease his righteous displeasure, and through the merits of 
our blessed Saviour, obtain pardon and forgiveness: that it may please him to inspire our rulers 
with wisdom and uncorruptible integrity, and to direct and prosper their councils: to inspire all 
our citizens with a fervent and disinterested love of their country, and to preserve and strengthen 
their union: to turn the hearts of the disaffected, or to frustrate their devices: to regard with divine 
compassion our friends in captivity, affliction and distress, to comfort and relieve them under their 
sufferings, and to change their mourning into grateful songs of triumph: that it may please him to 
bless our ally, and to render the connection formed between these United States and his kingdoms 
a mutual and lasting benefit to both nations: to animate our officers and forces by sea and land 
with invincible fortitude, and to guard and protect them in the day of battle, and to crown our joint 
endeavors for terminating the calamities of war with victory and success: that the blessings of 
peace and liberty may be established on an honorable and permanent basis, and transmitted 
inviolate to the latest posterity: that it may please him to prosper our husbandry and commerce, 
and to bless us with health and plenty: that it may please him to bless all schools and seminaries 
of learning, and to grant that truth, justice and benevolence, and pure and undefiled religion, may 
universally prevail. 
 
And it is recommended to all the people of these states, to assemble for public worship, and abstain 
from labour on the said day" 
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WEEK 13 

 
Date Issued: 10/26/1781 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating the victory at Yorktown. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
 
The core proclamation summary of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Thanksgiving and 
Prayer issued on October 26, 1781, was a formal declaration to thank God for the decisive British 
surrender at Yorktown and to establish a unified National Day of Prayer.  
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God, the Father of Mercies, remarkably to assist and support 
the United States of America in their important struggle for liberty against the long-continued 
efforts of a powerful nation, it is the duty of all ranks to observe and thankfully acknowledge the 
interpositions of his Providence in their behalf; – Through the whole of the contest from its first 
rise to this time the influence of Divine Providence may be clearly perceived in many signal 
instances, of which we mention but a few: – 
 
In revealing the counsels of our enemies, when the discoveries were seasonable and important, 
and the means seemingly inadequate or fortuitous. 
In preserving and even improving the union of the several states on the breach of which our 
enemies placed their greatest dependence, 
 
In increasing the number and adding to the zeal ad attachment of friends of liberty, 
 
In granting remarkable deliverances and blessings with the most signal success, when affairs 
seemed to have the most discouraging appearance, 
 
In raising up for us a most powerful and generous ally in one of the first of European Powers, 
 
In confounding the counsels of our enemies and suffering them to pursue such measures a shave 
most directly contributed to frustrate their own desires and expectations: above all 
In making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of those states when in their power and their 
savage devastation of property the very means of cementing our Union and adding vigor to every 
effort in opposition to them; and as we cannot help leading the good people of these states to a 
retrospect on the events which have taken place since the beginning of the war so we may 
recommend in a particular manner to their observation the goodness of God in the year now 
drawing to a conclusion in which the Confederation of the United States has been completed, 
In which there have been so many instances of prowess and success in our armies, particularly in 
the southern states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties with which they had to struggle, they 
have recovered the whole country which the enemy had overrun, leaving them only a post or two 
on or near the sea, 
 
In which we have been so powerfully and effectually assisted by our allies, while in all the unjust 
operations, the most perfect harmony has subsisted in the allied army: In which there has been so 
plentiful a harvest, and so great abundance of the fruits of the earth of every kin, as not only enable 
us easily to supply the wants of our army, but gives comfort and happiness to the whole people, 

 
And in which, after the success of our allies by sea, a general of the first rank with his whole army 
has been captured by the allied forces under the direction of our commander-in-chief. 
 
It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart the THIRTEENTH day of 
DECEMBER next, to be religiously observed as a day of THANKSGIVING and PRAYER; that all 
the people may assemble on that day with grateful hearts to celebrate the praises of our glorious 
Benefactor, to confess our manifold sins, to offer up our most fervent supplications to the God of 
all grace that it may please Him to pardon our offense, and incline our hearts for the future, to 
keep all His laws, to comfort and relieve all our brethren who are in distress or captivity, to prosper 
our husbandmen, and give strength to all engaged in lawful commerce; to impart wisdom and 
integrity to our counselors, judgment and fortitude to our officers and soldiers; to protect and 
prosper our illustrious ally and favor our united exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, 
honorable, and lasting peace, to bless our seminaries of learning, and cause the knowledge of God 
to cover the earth as the waters cover the seas. 
 
Done in Congress the 26th day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of the Independence of America." 
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WEEK 13 

 
Date Issued: 10/26/1781 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating the victory at Yorktown. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
 
The core proclamation summary of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Thanksgiving and 
Prayer issued on October 26, 1781, was a formal declaration to thank God for the decisive British 
surrender at Yorktown and to establish a unified National Day of Prayer.  
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God, the Father of Mercies, remarkably to assist and support 
the United States of America in their important struggle for liberty against the long-continued 
efforts of a powerful nation, it is the duty of all ranks to observe and thankfully acknowledge the 
interpositions of his Providence in their behalf; – Through the whole of the contest from its first 
rise to this time the influence of Divine Providence may be clearly perceived in many signal 
instances, of which we mention but a few: – 
 
In revealing the counsels of our enemies, when the discoveries were seasonable and important, 
and the means seemingly inadequate or fortuitous. 
In preserving and even improving the union of the several states on the breach of which our 
enemies placed their greatest dependence, 
 
In increasing the number and adding to the zeal ad attachment of friends of liberty, 
 
In granting remarkable deliverances and blessings with the most signal success, when affairs 
seemed to have the most discouraging appearance, 
 
In raising up for us a most powerful and generous ally in one of the first of European Powers, 
 
In confounding the counsels of our enemies and suffering them to pursue such measures a shave 
most directly contributed to frustrate their own desires and expectations: above all 
In making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of those states when in their power and their 
savage devastation of property the very means of cementing our Union and adding vigor to every 
effort in opposition to them; and as we cannot help leading the good people of these states to a 
retrospect on the events which have taken place since the beginning of the war so we may 
recommend in a particular manner to their observation the goodness of God in the year now 
drawing to a conclusion in which the Confederation of the United States has been completed, 
In which there have been so many instances of prowess and success in our armies, particularly in 
the southern states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties with which they had to struggle, they 
have recovered the whole country which the enemy had overrun, leaving them only a post or two 
on or near the sea, 
 
In which we have been so powerfully and effectually assisted by our allies, while in all the unjust 
operations, the most perfect harmony has subsisted in the allied army: In which there has been so 
plentiful a harvest, and so great abundance of the fruits of the earth of every kin, as not only enable 
us easily to supply the wants of our army, but gives comfort and happiness to the whole people, 

 
And in which, after the success of our allies by sea, a general of the first rank with his whole army 
has been captured by the allied forces under the direction of our commander-in-chief. 
 
It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart the THIRTEENTH day of 
DECEMBER next, to be religiously observed as a day of THANKSGIVING and PRAYER; that all 
the people may assemble on that day with grateful hearts to celebrate the praises of our glorious 
Benefactor, to confess our manifold sins, to offer up our most fervent supplications to the God of 
all grace that it may please Him to pardon our offense, and incline our hearts for the future, to 
keep all His laws, to comfort and relieve all our brethren who are in distress or captivity, to prosper 
our husbandmen, and give strength to all engaged in lawful commerce; to impart wisdom and 
integrity to our counselors, judgment and fortitude to our officers and soldiers; to protect and 
prosper our illustrious ally and favor our united exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, 
honorable, and lasting peace, to bless our seminaries of learning, and cause the knowledge of God 
to cover the earth as the waters cover the seas. 
 
Done in Congress the 26th day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of the Independence of America." 
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WEEK 14 

 
Date Issued: 3/19/1782 
 
Purpose & Theme: Supplication for peace. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Prayer on March 19, 1782, 
was an official call for all American states to observe a nationwide day of fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer on the last Thursday of April 1782.Issued during the final stages of the Revolutionary War, 
the proclamation urged citizens to repent for their transgressions and collectively implore God's 
divine protection, military victory, and spiritual reformation to sustain the fledgling nation 
through an impending bloody campaign. 
 

 
"The goodness of the Supreme Being to all his rational creatures, demands their acknowledgments 
of gratitude and love; his absolute government of this world dictates, that it is the interest of every 
nation and people ardently to supplicate his favor and implore his protection. 
 
When the lust of dominion or lawless ambition excites arbitrary power to invade the rights, or 
endeavor to wrest from a people their sacred and invaluable privileges, and compels them, in 
defense of the same, to encounter all the horrors and calamities of a bloody and vindictive war; 
then is that people loudly called upon to fly unto that God for protection, who hears the cries of 
the distressed, and will not turn a deaf ear to the supplication of the oppressed. 
 
Great Britain, hitherto left to infatuated councils, and to pursue measures repugnant to her own 
interest, and distressing to this country, still persists in the design of subjugating these United 
States; which will compel us into another active and perhaps bloody campaign. 
 
The United States in Congress assembled, therefore, taking into consideration our present 
situation, our multiplied transgressions of the holy laws of our God, and his past acts of kindness 
and goodness towards us, which we ought to record with the liveliest gratitude, think it their 
indispensable duty to call upon the several states, to set apart the last Thursday in April next, as a 
day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, that our joint supplications may then ascend to the throne 
of the Ruler of the Universe, beseeching Him to diffuse a spirit of universal reformation among all 
ranks and degrees of our citizens; and make us a holy, that so we may be an happy people; that it 
would please Him to impart wisdom, integrity and unanimity to our counsellors; to bless and 
prosper the reign of our illustrious ally, and give success to his arms employed in the defense of 
the rights of human nature; that He would smile upon our military arrangements by land and sea; 
administer comfort and consolation to our prisoners in a cruel captivity; protect the health and 
life of our Commander in Chief; grant us victory over our enemies; establish peace in all our 
borders, and give happiness to all our inhabitants; that he would prosper the labor of the 
husbandman, making the earth yield its increase in abundance, and give a proper season for the 
in gathering of the fruits thereof; that He would grant success to all engaged in lawful trade and 
commerce, and take under his guardianship all schools and seminaries of learning, and make them 
nurseries of virtue and piety; that He would incline the hearts of all men to peace, and fill them 
with universal charity and benevolence, and that the religion of our Divine Redeemer, with all its 
benign influences, may cover the earth as the waters cover the seas." 
 

WEEK 15 

 
Date Issued: 10/11/1782 
 
Purpose & Theme: Giving thanks for peace and rights. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation of October 11, 
1782 was a national call for Americans to observe Thursday, November 28, 1782, as a day of solemn 
thanksgiving to God for the hopeful approach of peace and the success of the Revolutionary War. 
Signed by Congress President John Hanson, it marked a pivotal moment of gratitude just after the 
crucial victory at Yorktown but prior to the final treaty signing.  
 
 
"It being the indispensable duty of all nations, not only to offer up their supplications to Almighty 
God, the giver of all good, for His gracious assistance in a time of distress, but also in a solemn and 
public manner, to give Him praise for His goodness in general, and especially for great and signal 
interpositions of His Providence in their behalf; therefore, the Unites States in Congress 
assembled, taking into their consideration the many instances of Divine goodness to these States 
in the course of the important conflict, in which they have been so long engaged, – the present 
happy and promising state of public affairs, and the events of the war in the course of the year now 
drawing to a close; particularly the harmony of the public Councils which is so necessary to the 
success of the public cause, – the perfect union and good understanding which has hitherto 
subsisted between them and their allies, notwithstanding the artful and unwearied attempts of the 
common enemy to divide them, – the success of the arms of the United States and those of their 
allies, – and the acknowledgment of their Independence by another European power, whose 
friendship and commerce must be of great and lasting advantage to these States; Do hereby 
recommend it to the inhabitants of these States in general, to observe and request the several states 
to interpose their authority, in appointing and commanding the observation of THURSDAY the 
TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF NOVEMBER next as a day of SOLEMN THANKSGIVING to GOD for 
all His mercies; and they do further recommend to all ranks to testify their gratitude to God for 
His goodness by a cheerful obedience to His laws and by promoting, each in his station, and by his 
influence, the practice of true and undefiled religion, which is the great foundation of public 
prosperity and national happiness. 
 
Done in Congress at Philadelphia, the eleventh day of October, in the year of our LORD, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and of our Sovereignty and Independence, the seventh." 
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WEEK 14 

 
Date Issued: 3/19/1782 
 
Purpose & Theme: Supplication for peace. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary: 
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress’s Proclamation of Prayer on March 19, 1782, 
was an official call for all American states to observe a nationwide day of fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer on the last Thursday of April 1782.Issued during the final stages of the Revolutionary War, 
the proclamation urged citizens to repent for their transgressions and collectively implore God's 
divine protection, military victory, and spiritual reformation to sustain the fledgling nation 
through an impending bloody campaign. 
 

 
"The goodness of the Supreme Being to all his rational creatures, demands their acknowledgments 
of gratitude and love; his absolute government of this world dictates, that it is the interest of every 
nation and people ardently to supplicate his favor and implore his protection. 
 
When the lust of dominion or lawless ambition excites arbitrary power to invade the rights, or 
endeavor to wrest from a people their sacred and invaluable privileges, and compels them, in 
defense of the same, to encounter all the horrors and calamities of a bloody and vindictive war; 
then is that people loudly called upon to fly unto that God for protection, who hears the cries of 
the distressed, and will not turn a deaf ear to the supplication of the oppressed. 
 
Great Britain, hitherto left to infatuated councils, and to pursue measures repugnant to her own 
interest, and distressing to this country, still persists in the design of subjugating these United 
States; which will compel us into another active and perhaps bloody campaign. 
 
The United States in Congress assembled, therefore, taking into consideration our present 
situation, our multiplied transgressions of the holy laws of our God, and his past acts of kindness 
and goodness towards us, which we ought to record with the liveliest gratitude, think it their 
indispensable duty to call upon the several states, to set apart the last Thursday in April next, as a 
day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, that our joint supplications may then ascend to the throne 
of the Ruler of the Universe, beseeching Him to diffuse a spirit of universal reformation among all 
ranks and degrees of our citizens; and make us a holy, that so we may be an happy people; that it 
would please Him to impart wisdom, integrity and unanimity to our counsellors; to bless and 
prosper the reign of our illustrious ally, and give success to his arms employed in the defense of 
the rights of human nature; that He would smile upon our military arrangements by land and sea; 
administer comfort and consolation to our prisoners in a cruel captivity; protect the health and 
life of our Commander in Chief; grant us victory over our enemies; establish peace in all our 
borders, and give happiness to all our inhabitants; that he would prosper the labor of the 
husbandman, making the earth yield its increase in abundance, and give a proper season for the 
in gathering of the fruits thereof; that He would grant success to all engaged in lawful trade and 
commerce, and take under his guardianship all schools and seminaries of learning, and make them 
nurseries of virtue and piety; that He would incline the hearts of all men to peace, and fill them 
with universal charity and benevolence, and that the religion of our Divine Redeemer, with all its 
benign influences, may cover the earth as the waters cover the seas." 
 

WEEK 15 

 
Date Issued: 10/11/1782 
 
Purpose & Theme: Giving thanks for peace and rights. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation of October 11, 
1782 was a national call for Americans to observe Thursday, November 28, 1782, as a day of solemn 
thanksgiving to God for the hopeful approach of peace and the success of the Revolutionary War. 
Signed by Congress President John Hanson, it marked a pivotal moment of gratitude just after the 
crucial victory at Yorktown but prior to the final treaty signing.  
 
 
"It being the indispensable duty of all nations, not only to offer up their supplications to Almighty 
God, the giver of all good, for His gracious assistance in a time of distress, but also in a solemn and 
public manner, to give Him praise for His goodness in general, and especially for great and signal 
interpositions of His Providence in their behalf; therefore, the Unites States in Congress 
assembled, taking into their consideration the many instances of Divine goodness to these States 
in the course of the important conflict, in which they have been so long engaged, – the present 
happy and promising state of public affairs, and the events of the war in the course of the year now 
drawing to a close; particularly the harmony of the public Councils which is so necessary to the 
success of the public cause, – the perfect union and good understanding which has hitherto 
subsisted between them and their allies, notwithstanding the artful and unwearied attempts of the 
common enemy to divide them, – the success of the arms of the United States and those of their 
allies, – and the acknowledgment of their Independence by another European power, whose 
friendship and commerce must be of great and lasting advantage to these States; Do hereby 
recommend it to the inhabitants of these States in general, to observe and request the several states 
to interpose their authority, in appointing and commanding the observation of THURSDAY the 
TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF NOVEMBER next as a day of SOLEMN THANKSGIVING to GOD for 
all His mercies; and they do further recommend to all ranks to testify their gratitude to God for 
His goodness by a cheerful obedience to His laws and by promoting, each in his station, and by his 
influence, the practice of true and undefiled religion, which is the great foundation of public 
prosperity and national happiness. 
 
Done in Congress at Philadelphia, the eleventh day of October, in the year of our LORD, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and of our Sovereignty and Independence, the seventh." 
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WEEK 16 

 
Date Issued: 10/18/1783 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating peace and independence. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation summary of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation issued 
on October 18, 1783, is a formal recommendation to the states to observe a day of public gratitude 
for the end of the Revolutionary War and the ultimate acknowledgment of American independence 
and sovereignty. 
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased the Supreme Ruler of all human events, to dispose the hearts of the late 
belligerent powers to put a period to the effusion of human blood, by proclaiming a cessation of 
all hostilities by sea and land, and these United States are not only happily rescued from the 
dangers and calamities to which they have been so long exposed, but their freedom, sovereignty 
and independence ultimately acknowledged. And whereas in the progress of a contest on which 
the most essential rights of human nature depended, the interposition of Divine Providence in our 
favor hath been most abundantly and most graciously manifested, and the citizens of these United 
States have every reason for praise and gratitude to the God of their salvation. Impressed, 
therefore, with an exalted sense of the blessings by which we are surrounded, and of our entire 
dependence on that Almighty Being, from whose goodness and bounty they are derived, the United 
States in Congress assembled do recommend it to the several States, to set apart the second 
Thursday in December next, as a day of public thanksgiving, that all the people may then assemble 
to celebrate with grateful hearts and united voices, the praises of their Supreme and all bountiful 
Benefactor, for his numberless favors and mercies. That he hath been pleased to conduct us in 
safety through all the perils and vicissitudes of the war; that he hath given us unanimity and 
resolution to adhere to our just rights; that he hath raised up a powerful ally to assist us in 
supporting them, and hath so far crowned our united efforts with success, that in the course of the 
present year, hostilities have ceased, and we are left in the undisputed possession of our liberties 
and independence, and of the fruits of our own land, and in the free participation of the treasures 
of the sea; that he hath prospered the labor of our husbandmen with plentiful harvests; and above 
all, that he hath been pleased to continue to us the light of the blessed gospel, and secured to us in 
the fullest extent the rights of conscience in faith and worship. And while our hearts overflow with 
gratitude, and our lips set forth the praises of our great Creator, that we also offer up fervent 
supplications, that it may please him to pardon all our offences, to give wisdom and unanimity to 
our public councils, to cement all our citizens in the bonds of affection, and to inspire them with 
an earnest regard for the national honor and interest, to enable them to improve the days of 
prosperity by every good work, and to be lovers of peace and tranquility; that he may be pleased 
to bless us in our husbandry, our commerce and navigation; to smile upon our seminaries and 
means of education, to cause pure religion and virtue to flourish, to give peace to all nations, and 
to fill the world with his glory. 
 
Done by the United States in Congress assembled, witness his Excellency Elias Boudinot, our 
President, this 18th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three, and of the sovereignty and independence of the United States of America the eighth." 
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WEEK 16 

 
Date Issued: 10/18/1783 
 
Purpose & Theme: Celebrating peace and independence. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation summary of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation issued 
on October 18, 1783, is a formal recommendation to the states to observe a day of public gratitude 
for the end of the Revolutionary War and the ultimate acknowledgment of American independence 
and sovereignty. 
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased the Supreme Ruler of all human events, to dispose the hearts of the late 
belligerent powers to put a period to the effusion of human blood, by proclaiming a cessation of 
all hostilities by sea and land, and these United States are not only happily rescued from the 
dangers and calamities to which they have been so long exposed, but their freedom, sovereignty 
and independence ultimately acknowledged. And whereas in the progress of a contest on which 
the most essential rights of human nature depended, the interposition of Divine Providence in our 
favor hath been most abundantly and most graciously manifested, and the citizens of these United 
States have every reason for praise and gratitude to the God of their salvation. Impressed, 
therefore, with an exalted sense of the blessings by which we are surrounded, and of our entire 
dependence on that Almighty Being, from whose goodness and bounty they are derived, the United 
States in Congress assembled do recommend it to the several States, to set apart the second 
Thursday in December next, as a day of public thanksgiving, that all the people may then assemble 
to celebrate with grateful hearts and united voices, the praises of their Supreme and all bountiful 
Benefactor, for his numberless favors and mercies. That he hath been pleased to conduct us in 
safety through all the perils and vicissitudes of the war; that he hath given us unanimity and 
resolution to adhere to our just rights; that he hath raised up a powerful ally to assist us in 
supporting them, and hath so far crowned our united efforts with success, that in the course of the 
present year, hostilities have ceased, and we are left in the undisputed possession of our liberties 
and independence, and of the fruits of our own land, and in the free participation of the treasures 
of the sea; that he hath prospered the labor of our husbandmen with plentiful harvests; and above 
all, that he hath been pleased to continue to us the light of the blessed gospel, and secured to us in 
the fullest extent the rights of conscience in faith and worship. And while our hearts overflow with 
gratitude, and our lips set forth the praises of our great Creator, that we also offer up fervent 
supplications, that it may please him to pardon all our offences, to give wisdom and unanimity to 
our public councils, to cement all our citizens in the bonds of affection, and to inspire them with 
an earnest regard for the national honor and interest, to enable them to improve the days of 
prosperity by every good work, and to be lovers of peace and tranquility; that he may be pleased 
to bless us in our husbandry, our commerce and navigation; to smile upon our seminaries and 
means of education, to cause pure religion and virtue to flourish, to give peace to all nations, and 
to fill the world with his glory. 
 
Done by the United States in Congress assembled, witness his Excellency Elias Boudinot, our 
President, this 18th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three, and of the sovereignty and independence of the United States of America the eighth." 
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WEEK 17 

 
Date Issued: 8/3/1784 
 
Purpose & Theme: Finalizing peace. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation issued on August 
3, 1784, was a national call to celebrate the formal end of the Revolutionary War and the 
establishment of peace. Specifically, the proclamation called on the American states to set aside 
Tuesday, October 19, 1784, as a "day of public prayer and thanksgiving" to express gratitude for 
the signing and ratification of the Definitive Treaty of Peace (the Treaty of Paris) between the 
United States and Great Britain.  
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased the Supreme Ruler of the universe, of his infinite goodness and mercy, 
so to calm the minds and do away the resentments of the powers lately engaged in a most bloody 
and destructive war, and to dispose their hearts towards amity and friendship, that a general 
pacification hath taken place, and particularly a Definitive Treaty of peace between the said United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty, was signed at Paris, on the 3d day of September, in 
the year of our Lord 1783; the instruments of the final ratifications of which were exchanged at 
Passy, on the 12th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1784, whereby a finishing hand was put to 
the great work of peace, and the freedom, sovereignty and independence of these states, fully and 
completely established: And whereas in pursuit of the great work of freedom and independence, 
and the progress of the contest in which the United States of America have been engaged, and on 
the success of which the dearest and most essential rights of human nature depended, the benign 
interposition of Divine Providence hath, on many occasions, been most miraculously and 
abundantly manifested; and the citizens of the United States have the greatest reason to return 
their most hearty and sincere praises and thanksgiving to the God of their deliverance; whose 
name be praised: Deeply impressed therefore with the sense of the mercies manifested to these 
United States, and of the blessings which it hath pleased God, to shower down on us, of our future 
dependence, at all times, on his power and mercy as the only source from which so great benefits 
can be derived; we, the United States of America, in the Committee of the States assembled, do 
earnestly recommend to the supreme executives of the several states, to set apart Tuesday, the 
19th day of October next, as a day of public prayer and thanksgiving, that all the people of the 
United States may then assemble in their respective churches and congregations, to celebrate with 
grateful hearts, and joyful and united voices, the mercies and praises of their all-bountiful Creator, 
most holy, and most righteous! for his innumerable favors and mercies vouchsafed unto them; 
more especially that he hath been graciously pleased so to conduct us through the perils and 
dangers of the war, as finally to establish the United States in freedom and independency, and to 
give them a name and place among the princes and nations of the earth; that he hath raised up 
great captains and men of war from amongst us, to lead our armies, and in our greatest difficulties 
and distresses hath given us unanimity to adhere to and assert our just rights and privileges; and 
that he hath been most graciously pleased also, to raise up a most powerful prince and 
magnanimous people, as allies, to assist us in effectually supporting and maintaining them; that 
he hath been pleased to prosper the labor of our husbandmen; that there is no famine or want seen 
throughout our land: And above all, that he hath been pleased to continue to us the light of gospel 
truths, and secured to us, in the fullest manner, the rights of conscience in faith and worship. 
 

And while our hearts overflow with gratitude, and our lips pronounce the praises of our great and 
merciful Creator, that we may also offer up our joint and fervent supplications, that it may please 
him of his infinite goodness and mercy, to pardon all our sins and offences; to inspire with wisdom 
and a true sense of public good, all our public councils; to strengthen and cement the bonds of love 
and affection between all our citizens; to impress them with an earnest regard for the public good 
and national faith and honor, and to teach them to improve the days of peace by every good work; 
to pray that he will, in a more especial manner, shower down his blessings on Louis the Most 
Christian King our ally, to prosper his house, that his son’s sons may long sit on the throne of their 
ancestors, a blessing to the people entrusted to his charge; to bless all mankind, and inspire the 
princes and nations of the earth with the love of peace, that the sound of war may be heard of no 
more; that he may be pleased to smile upon us, and bless our husbandry, fishery, our commerce, 
and especially our schools and seminaries of learning; and to raise up from among our youth, men 
eminent for virtue, learning and piety, to his service in church and state; to cause virtue and true 
religion to flourish, to give to all nations amity, peace and concord, and to fill the world with his 
glory." 
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WEEK 17 

 
Date Issued: 8/3/1784 
 
Purpose & Theme: Finalizing peace. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The core proclamation of the Continental Congress's Thanksgiving Proclamation issued on August 
3, 1784, was a national call to celebrate the formal end of the Revolutionary War and the 
establishment of peace. Specifically, the proclamation called on the American states to set aside 
Tuesday, October 19, 1784, as a "day of public prayer and thanksgiving" to express gratitude for 
the signing and ratification of the Definitive Treaty of Peace (the Treaty of Paris) between the 
United States and Great Britain.  
 
 
"Whereas it hath pleased the Supreme Ruler of the universe, of his infinite goodness and mercy, 
so to calm the minds and do away the resentments of the powers lately engaged in a most bloody 
and destructive war, and to dispose their hearts towards amity and friendship, that a general 
pacification hath taken place, and particularly a Definitive Treaty of peace between the said United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty, was signed at Paris, on the 3d day of September, in 
the year of our Lord 1783; the instruments of the final ratifications of which were exchanged at 
Passy, on the 12th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1784, whereby a finishing hand was put to 
the great work of peace, and the freedom, sovereignty and independence of these states, fully and 
completely established: And whereas in pursuit of the great work of freedom and independence, 
and the progress of the contest in which the United States of America have been engaged, and on 
the success of which the dearest and most essential rights of human nature depended, the benign 
interposition of Divine Providence hath, on many occasions, been most miraculously and 
abundantly manifested; and the citizens of the United States have the greatest reason to return 
their most hearty and sincere praises and thanksgiving to the God of their deliverance; whose 
name be praised: Deeply impressed therefore with the sense of the mercies manifested to these 
United States, and of the blessings which it hath pleased God, to shower down on us, of our future 
dependence, at all times, on his power and mercy as the only source from which so great benefits 
can be derived; we, the United States of America, in the Committee of the States assembled, do 
earnestly recommend to the supreme executives of the several states, to set apart Tuesday, the 
19th day of October next, as a day of public prayer and thanksgiving, that all the people of the 
United States may then assemble in their respective churches and congregations, to celebrate with 
grateful hearts, and joyful and united voices, the mercies and praises of their all-bountiful Creator, 
most holy, and most righteous! for his innumerable favors and mercies vouchsafed unto them; 
more especially that he hath been graciously pleased so to conduct us through the perils and 
dangers of the war, as finally to establish the United States in freedom and independency, and to 
give them a name and place among the princes and nations of the earth; that he hath raised up 
great captains and men of war from amongst us, to lead our armies, and in our greatest difficulties 
and distresses hath given us unanimity to adhere to and assert our just rights and privileges; and 
that he hath been most graciously pleased also, to raise up a most powerful prince and 
magnanimous people, as allies, to assist us in effectually supporting and maintaining them; that 
he hath been pleased to prosper the labor of our husbandmen; that there is no famine or want seen 
throughout our land: And above all, that he hath been pleased to continue to us the light of gospel 
truths, and secured to us, in the fullest manner, the rights of conscience in faith and worship. 
 

And while our hearts overflow with gratitude, and our lips pronounce the praises of our great and 
merciful Creator, that we may also offer up our joint and fervent supplications, that it may please 
him of his infinite goodness and mercy, to pardon all our sins and offences; to inspire with wisdom 
and a true sense of public good, all our public councils; to strengthen and cement the bonds of love 
and affection between all our citizens; to impress them with an earnest regard for the public good 
and national faith and honor, and to teach them to improve the days of peace by every good work; 
to pray that he will, in a more especial manner, shower down his blessings on Louis the Most 
Christian King our ally, to prosper his house, that his son’s sons may long sit on the throne of their 
ancestors, a blessing to the people entrusted to his charge; to bless all mankind, and inspire the 
princes and nations of the earth with the love of peace, that the sound of war may be heard of no 
more; that he may be pleased to smile upon us, and bless our husbandry, fishery, our commerce, 
and especially our schools and seminaries of learning; and to raise up from among our youth, men 
eminent for virtue, learning and piety, to his service in church and state; to cause virtue and true 
religion to flourish, to give to all nations amity, peace and concord, and to fill the world with his 
glory." 
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WEEK 18 

 
Date Issued: 11/11/1620 
 
Purpose & Theme: The Mayflower Compact 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
When the Mayflower dropped anchor near Cape Cod (now Provincetown) on November 21, 1620, 
the passengers privately prayed and thanked God for their safe crossing.  
 

 
"In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal Subjects of our dread  
sovereign Lord King James, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Having undertaken for the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian Faith, and honor of our 
King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the Northern parts of Virginia; do by these 
presents solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God and one another, covenant, and combine 
ourselves together into a civil body politick, for our better ordering and preservation and 
furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame such just 
and equal Laws, Ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices from time to time, as shall be thought 
most meet and convenient for the general good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due 
submission and obedience.  
In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the 11. of November, in 
the year of the reign of our sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the 
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini 1620. " 
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WEEK 18 

 
Date Issued: 11/11/1620 
 
Purpose & Theme: The Mayflower Compact 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
When the Mayflower dropped anchor near Cape Cod (now Provincetown) on November 21, 1620, 
the passengers privately prayed and thanked God for their safe crossing.  
 

 
"In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal Subjects of our dread  
sovereign Lord King James, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Having undertaken for the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian Faith, and honor of our 
King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the Northern parts of Virginia; do by these 
presents solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God and one another, covenant, and combine 
ourselves together into a civil body politick, for our better ordering and preservation and 
furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame such just 
and equal Laws, Ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices from time to time, as shall be thought 
most meet and convenient for the general good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due 
submission and obedience.  
In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the 11. of November, in 
the year of the reign of our sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the 
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini 1620. " 
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The second semester broadens the scope to a variety of 

prayers and proclamations offered by U.S. Presidents 

throughout our nation's 250-year history. Students will be 

exposed to how these words of faith and leadership have 

marked pivotal moments in American history, from D-

Day to the aftermath of 9/11, revealing how our nation's 

leaders have turned to prayer during times of crisis, 

sacrifice, and hope. 
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WEEK 19 

 
Date Issued: 10/3/1789 
 
Purpose & Theme: Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1789 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
George Washington issued his first presidential proclamation on October 3, 1789, designating 
Thursday, November 26, as a national day of public thanksgiving and prayer.  
 
 
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor—and whereas 
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People 
of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.” Now 
therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by 
the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent 
Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be—That we may then all unite in rendering 
unto him our sincere and humble thanks—for his kind care and protection of the People of this 
Country previous to their becoming a Nation—for the signal and manifold mercies, and the 
favorable interpositions of his Providence which we experienced in the course and conclusion of 
the late war—for the great degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed—
for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions 
of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately 
instituted—for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of 
acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which 
he hath been pleased to confer upon us.And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering 
our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon 
our national and other transgressions—to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to 
perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually—to render our national 
government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and 
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed—to protect and guide all 
Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with 
good government, peace, and concord—To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us—and generally to grant unto all 
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. Given under my hand 
at the City of New-York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789 
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WEEK 19 

 
Date Issued: 10/3/1789 
 
Purpose & Theme: Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1789 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
George Washington issued his first presidential proclamation on October 3, 1789, designating 
Thursday, November 26, as a national day of public thanksgiving and prayer.  
 
 
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor—and whereas 
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People 
of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.” Now 
therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by 
the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent 
Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be—That we may then all unite in rendering 
unto him our sincere and humble thanks—for his kind care and protection of the People of this 
Country previous to their becoming a Nation—for the signal and manifold mercies, and the 
favorable interpositions of his Providence which we experienced in the course and conclusion of 
the late war—for the great degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed—
for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions 
of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately 
instituted—for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of 
acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which 
he hath been pleased to confer upon us.And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering 
our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon 
our national and other transgressions—to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to 
perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually—to render our national 
government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and 
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed—to protect and guide all 
Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with 
good government, peace, and concord—To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us—and generally to grant unto all 
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. Given under my hand 
at the City of New-York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  | 18 

WEEK 20 

 
Date Issued: 3/23/1798 
 
Purpose & Theme: John Adam's 1st Proclamation for a National Day of Solemn Humiliation, 
Fasting, and Prayer. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
On March 23, 1798, Adams issued the proclamation. He asked citizens to abstain from daily work 
on May 9, 1798, to reflect on their sins, seek forgiveness, and pray for the protection and 
preservation of the nation's independence.  
 
 
"As the safety and prosperity of nations ultimately and essentially depend on the protection and 
the blessing of Almighty God, and the national acknowledgment of this truth is not only an 
indispensable duty which the people owe to Him, but a duty whose natural influence is favorable 
to the promotion of that morality and piety without which social happiness can not exist nor the 
blessings of a free government be enjoyed; and as this duty, at all times incumbent, is so especially 
in seasons of difficulty or of danger, when existing or threatening calamities, the just judgments 
of God against prevalent iniquity, are a loud call to repentance and reformation; and as the United 
States of America are at present placed in a hazardous and afflictive situation by the unfriendly 
disposition, conduct, and demands of a foreign power, evinced by repeated refusals to receive our 
messengers of reconciliation and peace, by depredation on our commerce, and the infliction of 
injuries on very many of our fellow-citizens while engaged in their lawful business on the seas--
under these considerations it has appeared to me that the duty of imploring the mercy and 
benediction of Heaven on our country demands at this time a special attention from its 
inhabitants. 
 
I have therefore thought fit to recommend, and I do hereby recommend, that Wednesday, the 9th 
day of May next, be observed throughout the United States as a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer; that the citizens of these States, abstaining on that day from their customary worldly 
occupations, offer their devout addresses to the Father of Mercies agreeably to those forms or 
methods which they have severally adopted as the most suitable and becoming; that all religious 
congregations do, with the deepest humility, acknowledge before God the manifold sins and 
transgressions with which we are justly chargeable as individuals and as a nation, beseeching Him 
at the same time, of His infinite grace, through the Redeemer of the World, freely to remit all our 
offenses, and to incline us by His Holy Spirit to that sincere repentance and reformation which 
may afford us reason to hope for his inestimable favor and heavenly benediction; that it be made 
the subject of particular and earnest supplication that our country may be protected from all the 
dangers which threaten it; that our civil and religious privileges may be preserved inviolate and 
perpetuated to the latest generations; that our public councils and magistrates may be especially 
enlightened and directed at this critical period; that the American people may be united in those 
bonds of amity and mutual confidence and inspired with that vigor and fortitude by which they 
have in times past been so highly distinguished and by which they have obtained such invaluable 
advantages; that the health of the inhabitants of our land may be preserved, and their agriculture, 
commerce, fisheries, arts, and manufactures be blessed and prospered; that the principles of 
genuine piety and sound morality may influence the minds and govern the lives of every 
description of our citizens, and that the blessings of peace, freedom, and pure religion may be 
speedily extended to all the nations of the earth. 

And finally, I recommend that on the said day the duties of humiliation and prayer be accompanied 
by fervent thanksgiving to the Bestower of Every Good Gift, not only for His having hitherto 
protected and preserved the people of these United States in the independent enjoyment of their 
religious and civil freedom, but also for having prospered them in a wonderful progress of 
population, and for conferring on them many and great favors conducive to the happiness and 
prosperity of a nation. 
 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United States of America, at Philadelphia, this 23d day 
of March, A. D. 1798, and of the Independence of the said States the twenty-second." 
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WEEK 20 

 
Date Issued: 3/23/1798 
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in seasons of difficulty or of danger, when existing or threatening calamities, the just judgments 
of God against prevalent iniquity, are a loud call to repentance and reformation; and as the United 
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disposition, conduct, and demands of a foreign power, evinced by repeated refusals to receive our 
messengers of reconciliation and peace, by depredation on our commerce, and the infliction of 
injuries on very many of our fellow-citizens while engaged in their lawful business on the seas--
under these considerations it has appeared to me that the duty of imploring the mercy and 
benediction of Heaven on our country demands at this time a special attention from its 
inhabitants. 
 
I have therefore thought fit to recommend, and I do hereby recommend, that Wednesday, the 9th 
day of May next, be observed throughout the United States as a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer; that the citizens of these States, abstaining on that day from their customary worldly 
occupations, offer their devout addresses to the Father of Mercies agreeably to those forms or 
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at the same time, of His infinite grace, through the Redeemer of the World, freely to remit all our 
offenses, and to incline us by His Holy Spirit to that sincere repentance and reformation which 
may afford us reason to hope for his inestimable favor and heavenly benediction; that it be made 
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dangers which threaten it; that our civil and religious privileges may be preserved inviolate and 
perpetuated to the latest generations; that our public councils and magistrates may be especially 
enlightened and directed at this critical period; that the American people may be united in those 
bonds of amity and mutual confidence and inspired with that vigor and fortitude by which they 
have in times past been so highly distinguished and by which they have obtained such invaluable 
advantages; that the health of the inhabitants of our land may be preserved, and their agriculture, 
commerce, fisheries, arts, and manufactures be blessed and prospered; that the principles of 
genuine piety and sound morality may influence the minds and govern the lives of every 
description of our citizens, and that the blessings of peace, freedom, and pure religion may be 
speedily extended to all the nations of the earth. 

And finally, I recommend that on the said day the duties of humiliation and prayer be accompanied 
by fervent thanksgiving to the Bestower of Every Good Gift, not only for His having hitherto 
protected and preserved the people of these United States in the independent enjoyment of their 
religious and civil freedom, but also for having prospered them in a wonderful progress of 
population, and for conferring on them many and great favors conducive to the happiness and 
prosperity of a nation. 
 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United States of America, at Philadelphia, this 23d day 
of March, A. D. 1798, and of the Independence of the said States the twenty-second." 
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WEEK 21 

 
Date Issued: 3/4/1815 
 
Purpose & Theme: James Madison’s 1815 Presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President James Madison issued a proclamation on March 4, 1815, recommending a national day 
of public thanksgiving. This proclamation was largely tied to the end of the War of 1812 and the 
Treaty of Ghent, but it broadly thanked "Almighty God" for restoring peace, which coincided with 
the successful conclusion of the Second Barbary War.  
 
 
"The Senate and House of Representatives of the United States have, by a joint resolution, signified 
their desire that a day may be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States with 
religious solemnity as a day of thanksgiving and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty God for 
His great goodness manifested in restoring to them the blessing of peace. 
 
No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of 
events, and of the destiny of nations, than the people of the United States. His kind Providence 
originally conducted them to one of the best portions of the dwelling place allotted for the great 
family of the human race. He protected and cherished them under all the difficulties and trials to 
which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fostering care, their habits, their 
sentiments, and their pursuits prepared them for a transition in due time to a state of 
independence and self-government. In the arduous struggle by which it was attained, they were 
distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign interposition. 
 
During the interval which succeeded, He reared them into the strength and endowed them with 
the resources which have enabled them to assert their national rights and to enhance their national 
character in another arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and 
reconciliation with those who have been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of every 
good and perfect gift, we are indebted for all those privileges and advantages, religious as well as 
civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored land. 
 
It is for blessings such as these, and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace, 
that I now recommend that the second Thursday in April next be set apart as a day on which the 
people of every religious denomination may, in their solemn assemblies, unite their hearts and 
their voices in a free will offering to their Heavenly Benefactor of their homage of thanksgiving 
and of their songs of praise. 
 
Given at the city of Washington on the 4th day of March, A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of 
the United States the thirty-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 22 

 
Date Issued: 7/15/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 Proclamation 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Following a joint request by both houses of Congress, Lincoln issued the decree to seek national 
reconciliation and divine favor during the American Civil War. This followed closely after the 
Union victories at Vicksburg and Gettysburg.  The Proclamation: Lincoln designated a day for 
national "humiliation, fasting, and prayer", requesting Americans to confess their national sins 
and pray for the restoration of peace and unity. 
 

 
It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the supplications and prayers of an afflicted people and 
to vouchsafe to the Army and the Navy of the United States victories on land and on the sea so 
signal and so effective as to furnish reasonable grounds for augmented confidence that the Union 
of these States will be maintained, their Constitution preserved, and their peace and prosperity 
permanently restored. But these victories have been accorded not without sacrifices of life, limb, 
health, and liberty, incurred by brave, loyal, and patriotic citizens. Domestic affliction in every part 
of the country follows in the train of these fearful bereavements. It is meet and right to recognize 
and confess the presence of the Almighty Father and the power of His hand equally in these 
triumphs and in these sorrows:  Now, therefore, be it known that I do set apart Thursday, the 6th 
day of August next, to be observed as a day for national thanksgiving, praise, and prayer, and I 
invite the people of the United States to assemble on that occasion in their customary places of 
worship and in the forms approved by their own consciences render the homage due to the Divine 
Majesty for the wonderful things He has done in the nation's behalf and invoke the influence of 
His Holy Spirit to subdue the anger which has produced and so long sustained a needless and cruel 
rebellion, to change the hearts of the insurgents, to guide the counsels of the Government with 
wisdom adequate to so great a national emergency, and to visit with tender care and consolation 
throughout the length and breadth of our land all those who, through the vicissitudes of marches, 
voyages, battles, and sieges, have been brought to suffer in mind, body, or estate, and finally to 
lead the whole nation through the paths of repentance and submission to the divine will back to 
the perfect enjoyment of union and fraternal peace. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  Done at the city of Washington, this 
15th day of July, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-
eighth. 
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WEEK 21 

 
Date Issued: 3/4/1815 
 
Purpose & Theme: James Madison’s 1815 Presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President James Madison issued a proclamation on March 4, 1815, recommending a national day 
of public thanksgiving. This proclamation was largely tied to the end of the War of 1812 and the 
Treaty of Ghent, but it broadly thanked "Almighty God" for restoring peace, which coincided with 
the successful conclusion of the Second Barbary War.  
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their desire that a day may be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States with 
religious solemnity as a day of thanksgiving and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty God for 
His great goodness manifested in restoring to them the blessing of peace. 
 
No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of 
events, and of the destiny of nations, than the people of the United States. His kind Providence 
originally conducted them to one of the best portions of the dwelling place allotted for the great 
family of the human race. He protected and cherished them under all the difficulties and trials to 
which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fostering care, their habits, their 
sentiments, and their pursuits prepared them for a transition in due time to a state of 
independence and self-government. In the arduous struggle by which it was attained, they were 
distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign interposition. 
 
During the interval which succeeded, He reared them into the strength and endowed them with 
the resources which have enabled them to assert their national rights and to enhance their national 
character in another arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and 
reconciliation with those who have been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of every 
good and perfect gift, we are indebted for all those privileges and advantages, religious as well as 
civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored land. 
 
It is for blessings such as these, and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace, 
that I now recommend that the second Thursday in April next be set apart as a day on which the 
people of every religious denomination may, in their solemn assemblies, unite their hearts and 
their voices in a free will offering to their Heavenly Benefactor of their homage of thanksgiving 
and of their songs of praise. 
 
Given at the city of Washington on the 4th day of March, A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of 
the United States the thirty-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 22 

 
Date Issued: 7/15/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 Proclamation 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Following a joint request by both houses of Congress, Lincoln issued the decree to seek national 
reconciliation and divine favor during the American Civil War. This followed closely after the 
Union victories at Vicksburg and Gettysburg.  The Proclamation: Lincoln designated a day for 
national "humiliation, fasting, and prayer", requesting Americans to confess their national sins 
and pray for the restoration of peace and unity. 
 

 
It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the supplications and prayers of an afflicted people and 
to vouchsafe to the Army and the Navy of the United States victories on land and on the sea so 
signal and so effective as to furnish reasonable grounds for augmented confidence that the Union 
of these States will be maintained, their Constitution preserved, and their peace and prosperity 
permanently restored. But these victories have been accorded not without sacrifices of life, limb, 
health, and liberty, incurred by brave, loyal, and patriotic citizens. Domestic affliction in every part 
of the country follows in the train of these fearful bereavements. It is meet and right to recognize 
and confess the presence of the Almighty Father and the power of His hand equally in these 
triumphs and in these sorrows:  Now, therefore, be it known that I do set apart Thursday, the 6th 
day of August next, to be observed as a day for national thanksgiving, praise, and prayer, and I 
invite the people of the United States to assemble on that occasion in their customary places of 
worship and in the forms approved by their own consciences render the homage due to the Divine 
Majesty for the wonderful things He has done in the nation's behalf and invoke the influence of 
His Holy Spirit to subdue the anger which has produced and so long sustained a needless and cruel 
rebellion, to change the hearts of the insurgents, to guide the counsels of the Government with 
wisdom adequate to so great a national emergency, and to visit with tender care and consolation 
throughout the length and breadth of our land all those who, through the vicissitudes of marches, 
voyages, battles, and sieges, have been brought to suffer in mind, body, or estate, and finally to 
lead the whole nation through the paths of repentance and submission to the divine will back to 
the perfect enjoyment of union and fraternal peace. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.  Done at the city of Washington, this 
15th day of July, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-
eighth. 
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WEEK 23 

 
Date Issued: 10/3/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: Proclamation 106: The Thanksgiving Proclamation from Abraham Lincoln
  
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Following pivotal Union victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg, Lincoln issued Proclamation 106 
at the urging of editor Sarah Josepha Hale. This document permanently codified the modern 
Thanksgiving holiday  
 
 
"The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others have been added which are of so extraordinary a nature that 
they can not fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God. 
 
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to 
foreign states to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, 
order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed 
everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict, while that theater has been greatly 
contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. 
 
Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national 
defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our 
settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even 
more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased notwithstanding the waste 
that has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the 
consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with 
large increase of freedom. 
 
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are 
the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully 
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite 
my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who 
are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a 
day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I 
recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular 
deliverances and blessings they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans. 
mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and 
fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to 
restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility, and union. 
 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of October, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-eighth." 
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WEEK 23 

 
Date Issued: 10/3/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: Proclamation 106: The Thanksgiving Proclamation from Abraham Lincoln
  
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Following pivotal Union victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg, Lincoln issued Proclamation 106 
at the urging of editor Sarah Josepha Hale. This document permanently codified the modern 
Thanksgiving holiday  
 
 
"The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
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they can not fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God. 
 
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to 
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order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed 
everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict, while that theater has been greatly 
contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. 
 
Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national 
defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our 
settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even 
more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased notwithstanding the waste 
that has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the 
consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with 
large increase of freedom. 
 
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are 
the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully 
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite 
my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who 
are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a 
day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I 
recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular 
deliverances and blessings they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans. 
mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and 
fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to 
restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility, and union. 
 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of October, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-eighth." 
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WEEK 24 

 
Date Issued: 4/25/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: Andrew Johnson's Proclamation for fasting and prayer following Abraham 
Lincoln's assassination 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Andrew Johnson’s Proclamation of Mourning for Lincoln (April 25, 1865): Following the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln, President Johnson designated May 25, 1865, as a Day of 
Fasting, Humiliation, and Mourning. It ordered the nation to assemble in places of worship to find 
communion and heal from the trauma of the assassination and the Civil War.  
 

 
"Whereas, by my direction, the Acting Secretary of State, in a notice to the public of the 17th, 
requested the various religious denominations to assemble on the 19th instant, on the occasion of 
the obsequies of Abraham Lincoln, late President of the United States, and to observe the same 
with appropriate ceremonies; but 
 
Whereas our country has become one great house of mourning, where the head of the family has 
been taken away, and believing that a special period should be assigned for again humbling 
ourselves before Almighty God, in order that the bereavement may be sanctified to the nation: 
 
Now, therefore, in order to mitigate that grief on earth which can only be assuaged by communion 
with the Father in heaven, and in compliance with the wishes of Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, communicated to me by resolutions adopted at the National Capitol, I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby appoint Thursday, the 25th day of May next, 
to be observed, wherever in the United States the flag of the country may be respected, as a day of 
humiliation and mourning, and I recommend my fellow-citizens then to assemble in their 
respective places of worship, there to unite in solemn service to Almighty God in memory of the 
good man who has been removed, so that all shall be occupied at the same time in contemplation 
of his virtues and in sorrow for his sudden and violent end. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
 
Done at the city of Washington, the 25th day of April, A. D. 1865, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the eighty-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 25 

 
Date Issued: 8/27/1940 
 
Purpose & Theme: Proclamation 2418, designating that date as a National Day of Prayer by 
Franklin D Roosevelt  
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Amidst the intensifying ravages of World War II in Europe, Roosevelt urged Americans to pray for 
the country's defense and for the establishment of a just and permanent peace   
 
 
"The American heritage of individual freedom and of Government deriving its powers from the 
consent of the governed has from the time of the Fathers of our Republic been proudly transmitted 
to each succeeding generation, and to us of this generation has fallen the task of preserving it and 
transmitting it to the future. We are now engaged in a mighty effort to fortify that heritage. 
 
Mindful of our duties in the family of nations we have endeavored to prevent the outbreak and the 
spread of war, and we have raised our voices against international injustice. As Americans and as 
lovers of freedom we are humbly sympathetic with those who are facing tribulation in lands across 
the seas. When every succeeding day brings sad news of suffering and disaster abroad we are 
especially conscious of the Divine Power and of our dependence upon God's merciful guidance. 
With this consciousness in our hearts it is seemly that we should, at a time like this, pray to 
Almighty God for His blessing on our country and for the establishment of a just and permanent 
peace among all the nations of the world. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby set 
aside Sunday, September 8, 1940, as a day of prayer; and I urge the people of the United States, of 
all creeds and denominations, to pray on that day, in their churches or at their homes, on the high 
seas or wherever they may be, beseeching the Ruler of the Universe to bless our Republic, to make 
us reverently grateful for our heritage and firm in its defense, and to grant to this land and to the 
troubled world a righteous, enduring peace." 
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WEEK 24 

 
Date Issued: 4/25/1863 
 
Purpose & Theme: Andrew Johnson's Proclamation for fasting and prayer following Abraham 
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Whereas our country has become one great house of mourning, where the head of the family has 
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to be observed, wherever in the United States the flag of the country may be respected, as a day of 
humiliation and mourning, and I recommend my fellow-citizens then to assemble in their 
respective places of worship, there to unite in solemn service to Almighty God in memory of the 
good man who has been removed, so that all shall be occupied at the same time in contemplation 
of his virtues and in sorrow for his sudden and violent end. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
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Done at the city of Washington, the 25th day of April, A. D. 1865, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the eighty-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 25 

 
Date Issued: 8/27/1940 
 
Purpose & Theme: Proclamation 2418, designating that date as a National Day of Prayer by 
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the seas. When every succeeding day brings sad news of suffering and disaster abroad we are 
especially conscious of the Divine Power and of our dependence upon God's merciful guidance. 
With this consciousness in our hearts it is seemly that we should, at a time like this, pray to 
Almighty God for His blessing on our country and for the establishment of a just and permanent 
peace among all the nations of the world. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby set 
aside Sunday, September 8, 1940, as a day of prayer; and I urge the people of the United States, of 
all creeds and denominations, to pray on that day, in their churches or at their homes, on the high 
seas or wherever they may be, beseeching the Ruler of the Universe to bless our Republic, to make 
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WEEK 26 

 
Date Issued: 12/22/1941 
 
Purpose & Theme: Proclamation 2531—Day of Prayer from FDR 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
The context of Proclamation 2531 was the sudden, shattering entry of the United States into World 
War II following the Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor just two weeks earlier, on December 
7, 1941.  
 
 
"The year 1941 has brought upon our nation a war of aggression by powers dominated by arrogant 
rulers whose selfish purpose is to destroy free institutions. They would thereby take from the 
freedom-loving peoples of the earth the hard-won liberties gained over many centuries. 
 
The new year of 1942 calls for the courage and the resolution of old and young to help to win a 
world struggle in order that we may preserve all we hold dear. 
 
We are confident in our devotion to country, in our love of freedom, in our inheritance of courage. 
But our strength, as the strength of all men everywhere, is of greater avail as God upholds us. 
 
Therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America, do hereby appoint 
the first day of the year 1942 as a day of prayer, of asking forgiveness for our shortcomings of the 
past, of consecration to the tasks of the present, of asking God's help in days to come. 
 
We need His guidance that this people may be humble in spirit but strong in the conviction of the 
right; steadfast to endure sacrifices and brave to achieve a victory of liberty and peace. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this twenty-second day of December in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and forty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and sixty-sixth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 27 

 
Date Issued: 6/17/1952 
 
Purpose & Theme: Harry Truman's Proclamation 2978 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Harry S. Truman’s Proclamation 2978, issued on April 25, 1952, designated Friday, July 
4, 1952, as a National Day of Prayer. It called on Americans of all faiths to pray in their churches, 
homes, and hearts for divine wisdom and strength.  
 
 
"Whereas from the earliest days of our history our people have been accustomed to turn to 
Almighty God for help and guidance; and 
 
Whereas in times of national crisis when we are striving to strengthen the foundations of peace 
and security we stand in special need of divine support; and 
 
Whereas the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on April 17, 1952 (66 Stat. 64), has provided 
that the President ""shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday, as 
a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 
meditation""; and 
 
Whereas I deem it fitting that this Day of Prayer coincide with the anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence, which published to the world this Nation's ""firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence"": 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
Friday, July 4, 1952, as a National Day of Prayer, on which all of us, in our churches, in our homes, 
and in our hearts, may beseech God to grant us wisdom to know the course which we should follow, 
and strength and patience to pursue that course steadfastly. May we also give thanks to Him for 
His constant watchfulness over us in every hour of national prosperity and national peril. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 17th day of June in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
fifty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-
sixth." 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this twenty-second day of December in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and forty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and sixty-sixth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 27 

 
Date Issued: 6/17/1952 
 
Purpose & Theme: Harry Truman's Proclamation 2978 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Harry S. Truman’s Proclamation 2978, issued on April 25, 1952, designated Friday, July 
4, 1952, as a National Day of Prayer. It called on Americans of all faiths to pray in their churches, 
homes, and hearts for divine wisdom and strength.  
 
 
"Whereas from the earliest days of our history our people have been accustomed to turn to 
Almighty God for help and guidance; and 
 
Whereas in times of national crisis when we are striving to strengthen the foundations of peace 
and security we stand in special need of divine support; and 
 
Whereas the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on April 17, 1952 (66 Stat. 64), has provided 
that the President ""shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday, as 
a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 
meditation""; and 
 
Whereas I deem it fitting that this Day of Prayer coincide with the anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence, which published to the world this Nation's ""firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence"": 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
Friday, July 4, 1952, as a National Day of Prayer, on which all of us, in our churches, in our homes, 
and in our hearts, may beseech God to grant us wisdom to know the course which we should follow, 
and strength and patience to pursue that course steadfastly. May we also give thanks to Him for 
His constant watchfulness over us in every hour of national prosperity and national peril. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
Done at the City of Washington this 17th day of June in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
fifty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and seventy-
sixth." 
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WEEK 28 

 
Date Issued: 8/11/1954 
 
Purpose & Theme: Dwight D. Eisenhower Proclamation 3064 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s August 11, 1954 proclamation officially designated Wednesday, 
September 22, 1954, as a National Day of Prayer. The core intent was to unite Americans of all 
faiths in gratitude for past blessings and to seek divine guidance and strength in the pursuit of a 
peaceful world.   
 
 
"Whereas the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on April 17, 1952 (66 Stat. 64), provided 
that the President ""shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday, as 
a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 
meditation""; and 
 
Whereas Americans of every generation have sought and found in Almighty God help and 
guidance in their personal and national problems; and 
 
Whereas it is fitting that all Americans should unite in prayer on one day of each year in 
reaffirmation of our reliance upon divine support and our faith in the power of prayer: 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
proclaim Wednesday, September 22, 1954, as a National Day of Prayer, when all of us may give 
thanks for blessings received, and beseech God to strengthen us in our efforts toward a peaceful 
world. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this eleventh day of August in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
and seventy-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 29 

 
Date Issued: 4/5/1968 
 
Purpose & Theme: LBJ Prayer issues a proclamation for a day of mourning following the death 
of Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Lyndon B. Johnson issued Presidential Proclamation 3839 on April 5, 1968, designating 
Sunday, April 7, 1968, as a national day of mourning following the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. He directed that American flags be flown at half-staff and called on all citizens to 
stand against divisiveness.  
 

 
"To the People of the United States: 
 
The heart of America grieves today. A leader of his people—a teacher of all people—has fallen. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., has been struck down by the violence against which he preached and 
worked. 
 
Yet the cause for which he struggled has not fallen. The voice that called for justice and 
brotherhood has been stilled—but the quest for freedom to which he gave eloquent expression, 
continues. 
 
Men of all races, all religions, all regions must join together in this hour to deny violence its 
victory—and to fulfill the vision of brotherhood that gave purpose to Martin Luther King's life and 
works. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States, do call upon all Americans 
to observe Sunday next, the seventh day of April, as a day of national mourning throughout the 
United States. In our churches, in our homes, and in our private hearts, let us resolve before God 
to stand against divisiveness in our country and all its consequences. 
 
I direct that until interment the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff on all buildings, 
grounds and naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout 
the United States and its Territories and possessions. 
 
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same length of time at all United States 
embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and ninety-second." 
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WEEK 28 

 
Date Issued: 8/11/1954 
 
Purpose & Theme: Dwight D. Eisenhower Proclamation 3064 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s August 11, 1954 proclamation officially designated Wednesday, 
September 22, 1954, as a National Day of Prayer. The core intent was to unite Americans of all 
faiths in gratitude for past blessings and to seek divine guidance and strength in the pursuit of a 
peaceful world.   
 
 
"Whereas the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on April 17, 1952 (66 Stat. 64), provided 
that the President ""shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday, as 
a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 
meditation""; and 
 
Whereas Americans of every generation have sought and found in Almighty God help and 
guidance in their personal and national problems; and 
 
Whereas it is fitting that all Americans should unite in prayer on one day of each year in 
reaffirmation of our reliance upon divine support and our faith in the power of prayer: 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
proclaim Wednesday, September 22, 1954, as a National Day of Prayer, when all of us may give 
thanks for blessings received, and beseech God to strengthen us in our efforts toward a peaceful 
world. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 
 
DONE at the City of Washington this eleventh day of August in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
and seventy-ninth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 29 

 
Date Issued: 4/5/1968 
 
Purpose & Theme: LBJ Prayer issues a proclamation for a day of mourning following the death 
of Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President Lyndon B. Johnson issued Presidential Proclamation 3839 on April 5, 1968, designating 
Sunday, April 7, 1968, as a national day of mourning following the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. He directed that American flags be flown at half-staff and called on all citizens to 
stand against divisiveness.  
 

 
"To the People of the United States: 
 
The heart of America grieves today. A leader of his people—a teacher of all people—has fallen. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., has been struck down by the violence against which he preached and 
worked. 
 
Yet the cause for which he struggled has not fallen. The voice that called for justice and 
brotherhood has been stilled—but the quest for freedom to which he gave eloquent expression, 
continues. 
 
Men of all races, all religions, all regions must join together in this hour to deny violence its 
victory—and to fulfill the vision of brotherhood that gave purpose to Martin Luther King's life and 
works. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States, do call upon all Americans 
to observe Sunday next, the seventh day of April, as a day of national mourning throughout the 
United States. In our churches, in our homes, and in our private hearts, let us resolve before God 
to stand against divisiveness in our country and all its consequences. 
 
I direct that until interment the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff on all buildings, 
grounds and naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout 
the United States and its Territories and possessions. 
 
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same length of time at all United States 
embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and ninety-second." 
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WEEK 30 

 
Date Issued: 4/17/1970 
 
Purpose & Theme: Nixon proclamation 3979 for Apollo 13 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
After the safe return of the Apollo 13 crew, President Richard Nixon issued Proclamation 3979, 
which designated Sunday, April 19, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving.   
 
 
"The imperiled flight and safe return of the crew of Apollo 13 were events that humbled and 
inspired people all over the world. We were humbled by the knowledge that in this stage of man's 
exploration of space, a safe splashdown of an imperiled mission is in its way as successful as a 
landing on and safe return from the Moon. We were inspired by the courage of the crew, the 
devotion and skill of the members of the NASA team on the ground and by the offers of assistance 
from nations around the world. 
 
Particularly inspiring was the spontaneous outpouring of prayer, from every corner of the world, 
from members of every faith, calling upon God in His infinite mercy to bring home in safety to our 
small planet three fellow human beings. 
 
Now James A. Lovell, Jr., Fred W. Haise, Jr., and John L. Swigert, Jr. are home again. The prayers 
of millions all over the world helped to bring them home safely. I urge my fellow Americans and 
all the peoples of the world to join with me in offering another prayer, one of deep thanks, for the 
safe return of the crew of Apollo 13. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Sunday, April 19, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 17th day of April, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-fourth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 31 

 
Date Issued: 2/12/1982 
 
Purpose & Theme: Reagan's Proclamation 4897 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
On February 12, 1982, President Ronald Reagan signed Proclamation 4897, which designated 
Thursday, May 6, 1982, as a National Day of Prayer. This proclamation highlighted the deep-
rooted tradition of public faith in American history, calling upon citizens to give thanks and seek 
divine guidance for liberty and justice.  
 
 
"National prayer is deeply rooted in our American heritage. From the earliest days of our Republic, 
Americans have asked God to hear their prayers in times of sorrow and crisis and in times of 
bounty. 
 
The first National Day of Prayer was proclaimed in 1775 by the Second Continental Congress. As 
thousands gathered in prayer in places of worship and encampments throughout the new land, 
the dispersed colonists found a new spirit of unity and resolve in this remarkable expression of 
public faith. For the first time, Americans of every religious persuasion prayed as one, asking for 
divine guidance in their quest for liberty and justice. Ever since, Americans have shared a special 
sense of destiny as a nation dedicated under God to the cause of liberty for all men. 
 
Through the storms of Revolution, Civil War, and the great World Wars, as well as during times 
of disillusionment and disarray, the nation has turned to God in prayer for deliverance. We thank 
Him for answering our call, for, surely, He has. As a nation, we have been richly blessed with His 
love and generosity. 
 
Just 30 years ago, a Joint Resolution of the Congress requested the President to proclaim a day 
each year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United 
States may turn to God in prayer and meditation in places of worship, in groups, and as 
individuals. Eight Presidents since then have annually proclaimed a Day of Prayer to the nation, 
resuming the tradition started by the Continental Congress. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, May 6, 1982, National Day of Prayer. On that day, I ask Americans to join with me in 
giving thanks to Almighty God for the blessings He has bestowed on this land and the protection 
He affords us as a people. Let us as a nation join together before God, aware of the trials that lie 
ahead and of the need for divine guidance. With unshakable faith in God and the liberty which is 
our heritage, we as a free nation will continue to grow and prosper. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and sixth." 
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WEEK 30 

 
Date Issued: 4/17/1970 
 
Purpose & Theme: Nixon proclamation 3979 for Apollo 13 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
After the safe return of the Apollo 13 crew, President Richard Nixon issued Proclamation 3979, 
which designated Sunday, April 19, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving.   
 
 
"The imperiled flight and safe return of the crew of Apollo 13 were events that humbled and 
inspired people all over the world. We were humbled by the knowledge that in this stage of man's 
exploration of space, a safe splashdown of an imperiled mission is in its way as successful as a 
landing on and safe return from the Moon. We were inspired by the courage of the crew, the 
devotion and skill of the members of the NASA team on the ground and by the offers of assistance 
from nations around the world. 
 
Particularly inspiring was the spontaneous outpouring of prayer, from every corner of the world, 
from members of every faith, calling upon God in His infinite mercy to bring home in safety to our 
small planet three fellow human beings. 
 
Now James A. Lovell, Jr., Fred W. Haise, Jr., and John L. Swigert, Jr. are home again. The prayers 
of millions all over the world helped to bring them home safely. I urge my fellow Americans and 
all the peoples of the world to join with me in offering another prayer, one of deep thanks, for the 
safe return of the crew of Apollo 13. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Sunday, April 19, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 17th day of April, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-fourth." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 31 

 
Date Issued: 2/12/1982 
 
Purpose & Theme: Reagan's Proclamation 4897 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
On February 12, 1982, President Ronald Reagan signed Proclamation 4897, which designated 
Thursday, May 6, 1982, as a National Day of Prayer. This proclamation highlighted the deep-
rooted tradition of public faith in American history, calling upon citizens to give thanks and seek 
divine guidance for liberty and justice.  
 
 
"National prayer is deeply rooted in our American heritage. From the earliest days of our Republic, 
Americans have asked God to hear their prayers in times of sorrow and crisis and in times of 
bounty. 
 
The first National Day of Prayer was proclaimed in 1775 by the Second Continental Congress. As 
thousands gathered in prayer in places of worship and encampments throughout the new land, 
the dispersed colonists found a new spirit of unity and resolve in this remarkable expression of 
public faith. For the first time, Americans of every religious persuasion prayed as one, asking for 
divine guidance in their quest for liberty and justice. Ever since, Americans have shared a special 
sense of destiny as a nation dedicated under God to the cause of liberty for all men. 
 
Through the storms of Revolution, Civil War, and the great World Wars, as well as during times 
of disillusionment and disarray, the nation has turned to God in prayer for deliverance. We thank 
Him for answering our call, for, surely, He has. As a nation, we have been richly blessed with His 
love and generosity. 
 
Just 30 years ago, a Joint Resolution of the Congress requested the President to proclaim a day 
each year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United 
States may turn to God in prayer and meditation in places of worship, in groups, and as 
individuals. Eight Presidents since then have annually proclaimed a Day of Prayer to the nation, 
resuming the tradition started by the Continental Congress. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, May 6, 1982, National Day of Prayer. On that day, I ask Americans to join with me in 
giving thanks to Almighty God for the blessings He has bestowed on this land and the protection 
He affords us as a people. Let us as a nation join together before God, aware of the trials that lie 
ahead and of the need for divine guidance. With unshakable faith in God and the liberty which is 
our heritage, we as a free nation will continue to grow and prosper. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and sixth." 
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WEEK 32 

 
Date Issued: 9/13/2001 
 
Purpose & Theme: President George W Bush's proclamation for a National Day of Prayer and 
Remembrance 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President George W. Bush’s September 13, 2001 proclamation designated September 14 as a 
National Day of Prayer and Remembrance, urging Americans to honor 9/11 victims, seek comfort, 
and unite in resolve. The document requested public memorial services, church bell tolling, and 
workplace accommodations for prayer.  
 
 
"On Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked America in a series of despicable 
acts of war. They hijacked four passenger jets, crashed two of them into the World Trade Center's 
twin towers and a third into the Headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense at the Pentagon, 
causing great loss of life and tremendous damage. The fourth plane crashed in the Pennsylvania 
countryside, killing all on board but falling well short of its intended target apparently because of 
the heroic efforts of passengers on board. This carnage, which caused the collapse of both Trade 
Center towers and the destruction of part of the Pentagon, killed more than 250 airplane 
passengers and thousands more on the ground. 
 
Civilized people around the world denounce the evildoers who devised and executed these terrible 
attacks. Justice demands that those who helped or harbored the terrorists be punished -- and 
punished severely. The enormity of their evil demands it. We will use all the resources of the 
United States and our cooperating friends and allies to pursue those responsible for this evil, until 
justice is done. 
 
We mourn with those who have suffered great and disastrous loss. All our hearts have been seared 
by the sudden and sense-less taking of innocent lives. We pray for healing and for the strength to 
serve and encourage one another in hope and faith. 
 
Scripture says: ""Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted."" I call on every 
American family and the family of America to observe a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance, 
honoring the memory of the thousands of victims of these brutal attacks and comforting those who 
lost loved ones. We will persevere through this national tragedy and personal loss. In time, we will 
find healing and recovery; and, in the face of all this evil, we remain strong and united, ""one 
Nation under God."" 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim 
Friday, September 14, 2001, as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of the 
Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001. I ask that the people of the United States and places of 
worship mark this National Day of Prayer and Remembrance with noontime memorial services, 
the ringing of bells at that hour, and evening candlelight remembrance vigils. I encourage 
employers to permit their workers time off during the lunch hour to attend the noontime services 
to pray for our land. I invite the people of the world who share our grief to join us in these solemn 
observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-sixth 
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WEEK 32 

 
Date Issued: 9/13/2001 
 
Purpose & Theme: President George W Bush's proclamation for a National Day of Prayer and 
Remembrance 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
President George W. Bush’s September 13, 2001 proclamation designated September 14 as a 
National Day of Prayer and Remembrance, urging Americans to honor 9/11 victims, seek comfort, 
and unite in resolve. The document requested public memorial services, church bell tolling, and 
workplace accommodations for prayer.  
 
 
"On Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked America in a series of despicable 
acts of war. They hijacked four passenger jets, crashed two of them into the World Trade Center's 
twin towers and a third into the Headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense at the Pentagon, 
causing great loss of life and tremendous damage. The fourth plane crashed in the Pennsylvania 
countryside, killing all on board but falling well short of its intended target apparently because of 
the heroic efforts of passengers on board. This carnage, which caused the collapse of both Trade 
Center towers and the destruction of part of the Pentagon, killed more than 250 airplane 
passengers and thousands more on the ground. 
 
Civilized people around the world denounce the evildoers who devised and executed these terrible 
attacks. Justice demands that those who helped or harbored the terrorists be punished -- and 
punished severely. The enormity of their evil demands it. We will use all the resources of the 
United States and our cooperating friends and allies to pursue those responsible for this evil, until 
justice is done. 
 
We mourn with those who have suffered great and disastrous loss. All our hearts have been seared 
by the sudden and sense-less taking of innocent lives. We pray for healing and for the strength to 
serve and encourage one another in hope and faith. 
 
Scripture says: ""Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted."" I call on every 
American family and the family of America to observe a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance, 
honoring the memory of the thousands of victims of these brutal attacks and comforting those who 
lost loved ones. We will persevere through this national tragedy and personal loss. In time, we will 
find healing and recovery; and, in the face of all this evil, we remain strong and united, ""one 
Nation under God."" 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim 
Friday, September 14, 2001, as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of the 
Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001. I ask that the people of the United States and places of 
worship mark this National Day of Prayer and Remembrance with noontime memorial services, 
the ringing of bells at that hour, and evening candlelight remembrance vigils. I encourage 
employers to permit their workers time off during the lunch hour to attend the noontime services 
to pray for our land. I invite the people of the world who share our grief to join us in these solemn 
observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-sixth 
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WEEK 33 

 
Date Issued: 3/14/2020 
 
Purpose & Theme: President Trump during the Corona virus 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Donald Trump’s March 14, 2020 proclamation officially declared Sunday, March 15, 2020, as a 
National Day of Prayer. It urged all Americans to pray for those affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic, for medical professionals and first responders on the front lines, and for the wisdom of 
leaders guiding the national response  
 
 
"In our times of greatest need, Americans have always turned to prayer to help guide us through 
trials and periods of uncertainty.  As we continue to face the unique challenges posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic, millions of Americans are unable to gather in their churches, temples, 
synagogues, mosques, and other houses of worship.  But in this time we must not cease asking 
God for added wisdom, comfort, and strength, and we must especially pray for those who have 
suffered harm or who have lost loved ones.  I ask you to join me in a day of prayer for all people 
who have been affected by the coronavirus pandemic and to pray for God’s healing hand to be 
placed on the people of our Nation. 
 
As your President, I ask you to pray for the health and well-being of your fellow Americans and to 
remember that no problem is too big for God to handle.  We should all take to heart the holy words 
found in 1 Peter 5:7: “Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.”  Let us pray that all 
those affected by the virus will feel the presence of our Lord’s protection and love during this time.  
With God’s help, we will overcome this threat. 
  
On Friday, I declared a national emergency and took other bold actions to help deploy the full 
power of the Federal Government to assist with efforts to combat the coronavirus pandemic.  I 
now encourage all Americans to pray for those on the front lines of the response, especially our 
Nation’s outstanding medical professionals and public health officials who are working tirelessly 
to protect all of us from the coronavirus and treat patients who are infected; all of our courageous 
first responders, National Guard, and dedicated individuals who are working to ensure the health 
and safety of our communities; and our Federal, State, and local leaders.  We are confident that 
He will provide them with the wisdom they need to make difficult decisions and take decisive 
actions to protect Americans all across the country.  As we come to our Father in prayer, we 
remember the words found in Psalm 91: “He is my refuge and my fortress:  my God; in him will I 
trust.” 
  
As we unite in prayer, we are reminded that there is no burden too heavy for God to lift or for this 
country to bear with His help.  Luke 1:37 promises that “For with God nothing shall be impossible,” 
and those words are just as true today as they have ever been.  As one Nation under God, we are 
greater than the hardships we face, and through prayer and acts of compassion and love, we will 
rise to this challenge and emerge stronger and more united than ever before.  May God bless each 
of you, and may God bless the United States of America. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
proclaim March 15, 2020, as a National Day of Prayer for All Americans Affected by the 

Coronavirus Pandemic and for our National Response Efforts.  I urge Americans of all faiths and 
religious traditions and backgrounds to offer prayers for all those affected, including people who 
have suffered harm or lost loved ones. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand twenty, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and forty-fourth." 
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WEEK 33 

 
Date Issued: 3/14/2020 
 
Purpose & Theme: President Trump during the Corona virus 
 
Core Proclamation Summary:  
Donald Trump’s March 14, 2020 proclamation officially declared Sunday, March 15, 2020, as a 
National Day of Prayer. It urged all Americans to pray for those affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic, for medical professionals and first responders on the front lines, and for the wisdom of 
leaders guiding the national response  
 
 
"In our times of greatest need, Americans have always turned to prayer to help guide us through 
trials and periods of uncertainty.  As we continue to face the unique challenges posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic, millions of Americans are unable to gather in their churches, temples, 
synagogues, mosques, and other houses of worship.  But in this time we must not cease asking 
God for added wisdom, comfort, and strength, and we must especially pray for those who have 
suffered harm or who have lost loved ones.  I ask you to join me in a day of prayer for all people 
who have been affected by the coronavirus pandemic and to pray for God’s healing hand to be 
placed on the people of our Nation. 
 
As your President, I ask you to pray for the health and well-being of your fellow Americans and to 
remember that no problem is too big for God to handle.  We should all take to heart the holy words 
found in 1 Peter 5:7: “Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.”  Let us pray that all 
those affected by the virus will feel the presence of our Lord’s protection and love during this time.  
With God’s help, we will overcome this threat. 
  
On Friday, I declared a national emergency and took other bold actions to help deploy the full 
power of the Federal Government to assist with efforts to combat the coronavirus pandemic.  I 
now encourage all Americans to pray for those on the front lines of the response, especially our 
Nation’s outstanding medical professionals and public health officials who are working tirelessly 
to protect all of us from the coronavirus and treat patients who are infected; all of our courageous 
first responders, National Guard, and dedicated individuals who are working to ensure the health 
and safety of our communities; and our Federal, State, and local leaders.  We are confident that 
He will provide them with the wisdom they need to make difficult decisions and take decisive 
actions to protect Americans all across the country.  As we come to our Father in prayer, we 
remember the words found in Psalm 91: “He is my refuge and my fortress:  my God; in him will I 
trust.” 
  
As we unite in prayer, we are reminded that there is no burden too heavy for God to lift or for this 
country to bear with His help.  Luke 1:37 promises that “For with God nothing shall be impossible,” 
and those words are just as true today as they have ever been.  As one Nation under God, we are 
greater than the hardships we face, and through prayer and acts of compassion and love, we will 
rise to this challenge and emerge stronger and more united than ever before.  May God bless each 
of you, and may God bless the United States of America. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
proclaim March 15, 2020, as a National Day of Prayer for All Americans Affected by the 

Coronavirus Pandemic and for our National Response Efforts.  I urge Americans of all faiths and 
religious traditions and backgrounds to offer prayers for all those affected, including people who 
have suffered harm or lost loved ones. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand twenty, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and forty-fourth." 
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